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Kate Pope Hodel is director of Kansas City entrepreneurship 
initiatives for the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. Hodel 
joined the Kauffman Foundation in 1991 and provided marketing 
support to the entrepreneurial division from its inception.  Prior to 
working at the Foundation, she was account manager for a 
healthcare marketing and advertising firm, directed the public 
information efforts of a private university and was city editor of a 
five-day daily newspaper in southeast Missouri. 
 
Hodel graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia 
School of Journalism and holds a master of business 
administration degree from Rockhurst University. She is co-chair 
of the executive committee for KCSourceLink, a network of 
entrepreneurship service providers, serves on the board of the 
Kansas City Tomorrow Alumni Association, a leadership-
development program sponsored by the Civic Council, and is on 
the program committee for Central Exchange. Hodel is a 
volunteer with the Junior Women’s Symphony Alliance and Girl 
Scouts and is chairman of the Ascension Parish Council. She also 
provides marketing and communications consulting to her family’s business. 
 
About the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 
The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation is a private foundation established by the late Ewing 
Kauffman, founder of the pharmaceutical firm Marion Laboratories (now Aventis Pharmaceuticals) and 
original owner of the Kansas City Royals Baseball Club. The Foundation looks beyond need to identify 
and develop pivotal opportunities for improving the education of children and helping create successful 
businesses in Kansas City and nationwide.   
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