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Millions of times, in millions of ways, and with billions of dollars in financial assistance, the U.S. Small Business Administration has helped America’s entrepreneurs start and grow small businesses.  The agency has provided assistance to small business entrepreneurs more than 21.5 million times since it was founded 50 years ago (7/30/53), including loans, surety bond guarantees, counseling and training sessions, venture capital, disaster loans, contracts and other forms of assistance.  The total financial assistance has amounted to $245.2 billion dollars in loans and venture capital financing to small businesses, many of which have grown to become some of the largest enterprises in the world.  This assistance has created more than seven million jobs.(  Also, the SBA has coordinated or provided $148.75 billion in contracting, R&D, and disaster recovery assistance while counseling and training more than 17 million people in business development. 

From August 1, 1953 through May 1, 2003, the SBA has provided the following:  

· 1,246,963 direct and guaranteed 7(a), 504 loans and microloans, totaling $204.93 billion
· 136,497 financings of venture capital for $40.28 billion to approximately 96,281 small businesses since the beginning of the Small Business Investment Company program in 1958
· 6.5 million counseling sessions and individuals trained by SCORE, “Counselors to America’s Small Business,” since October 1964, when the SBA created a central organization from about 50 informal business mentoring groups scattered around the country.  Today there are 389 SCORE chapters with more than 10,500 members
· 10,337,791 Small Business Development Center clients counseled and trained since the program started from a pilot at eight universities in 1977.  Today there are more than 1,100 SBDCs throughout the country  

· 423,342 clients counseled or trained by Women’s Business Centers since 1995, when the program, established in 1988, started keeping track of clients served
· 328,005 bid bonds guaranteed under the Surety Bond Program, allowing small businesses to bid on $65.59 billion worth of contracts.  The program also backed guarantees on 247,893 final bonds on contracts worth $27.78 billion, resulting in the creation of 239,492 jobs  

· 1.6 million disaster loans for more than $31.8 billion
· More than 69,000 Small Business Innovation Research awards, worth more than $13.3 billion to small businesses, granted by federal agencies from 1982 – 2002
· More than 3,400 Small Business Technology Transfer awards, worth more than $645 million to small businesses, awarded by federal agencies from 1994 – 2003 

· More than 702,000 contracting actions worth about $103 billion to small businesses since the inception of the 8(a) program in 1968. 
Fifty Years of Assistance;


SBA by the Numbers








( Based upon calculations that every $35,000 of SBA loan or venture capital financing creates one job. 





