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U.S. Small Business Administration
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Washingron, DC 20414

Re:  Office of Advocacy Assistancs
Dear Mr. Glovan

On behalf of my mining clienrs, [ wane o thank you and your staff at the Small Ruginess
Administradon’s Office of Advacacy for your valusble asgisrance concerning rulemaking
activities by the Mine Safery and Health Administration (MSETA). As you are well aware, the
mining industry is made up almost entirely of small business enriges, as more than 90 percant of
U.5. mines have fawer than 300 employees. In recent years, MSHA has embarked on a vary
ambinous rulemaling agenda and has several scandards ar the final e stage with a significant
scopemic anpact an this sector of the businass community. Therefore, the iavolyemant and
input of the SBA. is particularly importam: in helping semall mining operadons commumicate with
MBSHA to aveid burdens that could put some mines out of business entirsly,

You and your seaff have provided cirect and importazt conracr with MSEA, comcerning irs
improper Regulatory Impact Analysis of the forthcoming Noise Standard (e, MSHA's failure to
use the codified spacification fur what constitute z small business endry in the mining industry),
aad this resulted in having MSHA revise its report 1o present more realistic cost impace sstimaras,

We also appreeiate your help in holding periodic stakahalder mesrings with mining industry
representanives on other MSHA rnulemalung isnes such as diesel parmiculate, sifica and minar -
Taining. Even in the absence of SBREFA panels for thase rules (3 siruation which we hope will
be remedied by passage of S. 1114, Sanator Enzi's SBREFA amandmanrs legislation), it is
reassuring to know that the regulatory concerns of small businesses will not ba ignorad because
the SBA's Office of Advocacy offers an open door and an open mind when it comes to crigesl
muning issues.
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Again thank you for your assistance, We look fm-wa.rd to o coatinuing banaficial rel.mcnslup
with you and your sta

- Sinceraly,

M%J

Adele L. Abrams, Esq.
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