Significant Guidance Documents
On January 18, 2007, the President issued Executive Order 13422, “Amendment to Executive Order 12866 for Regulatory Planning and Review.”  In addition, the OMB Director issued a related document, the OMB Final Bulletin for Agency Good Guidance Practices (Bulletin),  72 Federal Register 3432 (Jan. 25, 2007).  The Executive Order, Bulletin, and other relevant information can be found on the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) website at  http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg/regpol.html.
The primary focus of Executive Order 13422 and the Bulletin is on improving the way the Federal government does business with respect to guidance documents – by increasing their quality, transparency, accountability, and coordination. Executive Order 13422 and the Bulletin require Federal agencies to ensure that guidance documents are developed with appropriate agency review and public participation, and readily accessible by the public. The OMB Bulletin establishes policies and procedures for the development, issuance, and use of significant guidance documents by Executive Branch departments and agencies. Specifically, the Bulletin defines “significant guidance document”; establishes standard elements for significant guidance documents; describes practices for developing and using significant guidance documents by agencies; as well as requirements for agencies to enable the public to comment on significant guidance documents or request that they be created, reconsidered, modified or rescinded. 

Members of the public having feedback or complaints regarding Small Business Administration (SBA) significant guidance documents should contact SBA through an email describing the concern, suggestion, or issue: GoodGuidance@sba.gov.  In order to ensure proper processing of your comment you should include the words “SIGNIFICANT GUIDANCE” in the subject line of your email and specifically reference the SBA document in question.

Significant Guidance Documents Issued Since January 25, 2007

After review, SBA has determined that it has no significant guidance documents issued since January 25, 2007.  SBA is currently reviewing its other guidance documents to provide a comprehensive list of SBA Significant Guidance Documents for the public.

Send Us Your Comments

If you have comments on significant guidance documents or would like to request that SBA issue, reconsider, modify, or rescind significant guidance documents, please e-mail the comment/request to GoodGuidance@sba.gov. You may use the same e-mail address to file complaints that SBA has not followed the Bulletin’s procedures in developing its guidance documents or is treating guidance as a binding requirement. When submitting a comment or complaint, please identify the particular SBA guidance document that you are addressing.  You may also use this e-mail address to tell us if you think a document should be included in the significant guidance document list. You might not receive a formal response to your specific comments; however, your input is important for the continual improvement of our guidance.

Because comments are available for public inspection, SBA cautions interested parties against including personal information such as social security numbers and birth dates. 

