EMPLOYMENT AND SELF EMPOLYMENT FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

The Department of Labor (DOL) has entered into a Strategic Alliance Memorandum with the US Small Business Administration to promote employment and self-employment for people with disabilities, including disabled veterans.  The Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) is the lead DOL agency for implementing the memorandum.  Other DOL agencies involved in the memorandum are the Employment and Training Administration (ETA), the Office of Veterans Employment and Training Services and the Office of Small Business Programs.  The SBA Office of Veterans Business Development will be collaborating with the DOL agencies to increase opportunities for disabled veterans to start and grow small businesses.

The ODEP has funded demonstration grants in thirty-one sites that could be resources for anyone assisting disabled veterans to start businesses or obtain employment.  The grants are testing a concept known as customized employment, described as a flexible set of strategies for creating employment opportunities for individuals for whom traditional job seeking and job placement methods do not work because of a significant disability.  Early results from the demonstrations indicate that customized employment is a valuable tool for enabling individuals previously judged as unemployable due to a disability to engage in productive work or self-employment.  

A list of the grant sites can be found at http://www.onestops.info/website.php?page=customized .  If an ODEP customized employment grantee is located in your service area, contacting them about serving disabled veteran clients could give you an important new resource.

ODEP has published several fact sheets that provide an introduction to customized employment, which can found on their web site at www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/custom/index.htm .  They also just published a brief introduction to self-employment for people with disabilities.  www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/misc/entrepre.htm .  Other fact sheets providing valuable information about employment for people with disabilities are also posted on their site.

The ETA has distributed policy guidance to the One Stop Career Center system detailing their authority to provide self-employment training.  The policy document can be found at http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TEGL16-04.pdf .

The resources mentioned above are the first results of the collaboration between SBA and DOL on self-employment for individuals with disabilities.  Further information will be provided as it becomes available.

