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SBA LAUNCHES NEW SPANISH-LANGUAGE
WEB SITE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Smdl Business Adminigration announced today the launch of its
new Spanish-language Web ste. The steis aimed at reaching the groning Hispanic busness
community and the Spanish-gpesking community at large with abusinesstool to help current and
asoiring owners to tart and grow their businesses successfully.

The Ste, www.sba.gov/espanol, responds to the needs of a segment of the U.S. population thét,
according to the Census 2000, has grown to become the largest ethnic minority in the country, with
more than 35 million people. According to statistics gathered by aleading Spanishtlanguage Internet
provider, 78 percent of al Higpanics have accessto the Internet.

“Reaching the Spanishtspeaking small busness community isan important priority for
the SBA,” said Adminigtrator Hector V. Barreto. “ Usersvisiting our new Web sitewill find
information on how to start and grow a business aswell as learn about our valuable programs
and services.”

Minority-owned businesses account for more than 15 percent of al businessesin the United
States. Of those, the largest share, 39.5 percent (or close to 6 percent of the total) are owned by
Hispanics. Higpanic-owned busnesses employ around two million people and contribute more that
$200 hillion annudly to the U.S. economy.

The gtewill initidly have gpproximately 80 pages covering reevant issues such as writing a
business plan, starting your own business, financing your business, technica assistance, accessing
government contracts, Sgnage and information for women entrepreneurs.  Also, the ste will indude its
own search engine to make it easier for usarsto find information and will provide links to other
government Spanishlanguage Web sites.

The SBA Spanish-language Web steis an ongoing project and will continue to add rdevant
businessinformation asit becomes available. “ Our goal isto continue to add more information to
the Spanishtlanguage Web site over the next few months so that it complements our main
Web site at www.sha.gov,” added Barreto. “The SBA isthe nation’s small businessresour ce
and weintend to be a leading resour ce for the Spanishspeaking community in the U.S. as
well.”

For more information about all of the SBA's programs for small businesses, call the SBA
Answer Desk at 1-800 U ASK SBA or TDD 704-344-6640, or visit the SBA's Web site at

http: //www.sba.gov.



You can receive all of the SBA's News Releasesvia email. To subscribe, visit
http://web.sba.gov/list and sdect “ Press Office.”
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