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THANK YOU SUSAN FOR THAT GENEROUS INTRODUCTION.

AND THANK YOU ALL FOR INVITING ME HERE THISMORNING.

GOVERNOR RYAN

MAYOR DALEY

PLEASE ALLOW ME TO BEGIN BY TELLING YOU SOMETHING
THAT | HAVE IN COMMON WITH THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES. HE WASQUOTED DURING THE CAMPAIGN ASSAYING,
“ONE OF THE THINGSI'M MOST APPRECIATIVE OF...ISSTRONG,
SMART WOMEN. | WASRAISED BY ONE AND I’'M MARRIED TO

ONE.” WELL, MISTER PRESIDENT, ME TOO.

ACTUALLY, WHEN YOU CONSIDER THAT | HAVE FOUR
SISTERS, | WASREALLY SURROUNDED BY STRONG, SMART

WOMEN.



IT ISAN HONOR FOR ME TO BE HERE FOR THE 15" ANNUAL
ENTREPRENEURIAL WOMAN'S CONFERENCE. IT'SEXCITING TO
BE IN CHICAGO AND IN ILLINOISWHERE OVER 300,000 WOM EN-

OWNED BUSINESSES THRIVE.

THE THEME FOR YOUR CONFERENCE ISPERFECT. SHARING
THE VISION. THAT SPEAKS SO BEAUTIFULLY TO THE TWO
ASPECTSOF LIFE THAT WE ALL HAVE ASOUR GOALS. TOHAVE A
VISION OF WHAT WE WANT TO ACCOMPLISH AND TO KNOW
THAT PURE PRICELESS PLEASURE OF SHARING OUR DREAMS

WITH OTHERS.

MY PARENTSHAD THAT DREAM. MY MOTHER AND FATHER,
WHO CAME FROM MEXICO, OWNED A RESTAURANT IN KANSAS
CITY WHEN | WASA KID, SO | GREW UPIN A SMALL BUSINESS. MY
MOTHER ISSTILL ONE OF THE MOST DEDICATED BUSINESS

WOMEN | HAVE EVER KNOWN.

| STARTED MY OWN BUSINESS, SO | KNOW WHAT IT'SLIKE
TO RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS AND GROW IT AND SEE IT PROSPER.
| UNDERSTAND THE CHALLENGES, THE FEARS, THE TRIUMPHS

AND THE REWARDS OF RUNNING A SMALL BUSINESS.



| UNDERSTAND THAT THE STRENGTH WE ALL NEED TO
CONTINUE WHEN THE WORK ISHARD COMESFROM HAVING A
PARTNER. AND | AM HERE TODAY TO REMIND YOU THAT THE
SMALL BUSINESSADMINISTRATION ISYOUR PARTNER. WE WANT

YOU TO SUCCEED. WE WANT YOU TO PROSPER.

AND HERE'SAN EXAMPLE. ASONE OF MY FIRST OFFICIAL
ACTIONSASADMINISTRATOR, | AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
THAT THE SBA HAS A NEW MICRO-LENDER HERE IN THE WINDY

CITY, ACCION CHICAGO.

ACCION CHICAGO HASBEEN A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
LENDER SINCE 1994. IT CURRENTLY HASMORE THAN 900 LOANS

WORTH $5MILLION.

FIFTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THOSE LOANSHAVE BEEN MADE

TOWOMEN.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS ON A PERSONAL
LEVEL, ASK ERICA PERKINS. ERICA HAD A DREAM OF OPENING
HER OWN STORE. ACCION CHICAGO SENT HER TO SCHOOL TO

GET BUSINESS TRAINING AND WHEN SHE GRADUATED, SHE NOT



ONLY GOT HER DIPLOMA, SHE GOT A LOAN OF $10,000 TO OPEN

HER OWN BOUTIQUE.

| AM ALWAYSPLEASED TO SEE A PROGRAM DEVOTED TO
THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG WOMEN AND THEIR

ENTREPRENEURIAL OPPORTUNITIES.

ASTHE FATHER OF TWO BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS, | AM ONE
PARTNER ON YOUR TEAM WHO WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE
TO MAKE SURE THAT YOUNG WOMEN TODAY HAVE EVERY
OPPORTUNITY TO SEE ALL THEIR DREAMSCOME TRUE AND TO

KNOW THAT THEY CAN ACHIEVE ANYTHING THEY WANT TO DO.

| AM PROUD TO WELCOME THISNEW MICROLENDER INTO
THE SBA FAMILY, ESPECIALLY ONE WITH SUCH A GOOD RECORD

WITH LOANSTO WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS.

THERE ARE MANY WAYSTHE SMALL BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION CAN BE YOUR PARTNER. THE WOMEN'S
BUSINESSDEVELOPMENT CENTER HERE IN CHICAGO, WITH HEDY

RATNER AND CAROL DOUGAL’SLEADERSHIP, HASDONE A



REMARKABLE JOB HELPING MORE WOMEN ACHIEVE THEIR
DREAMSOF BEING SELF-SUFFICIENT AND SUCCESSFUL THROUGH

ENTREPRENEURSHIP.

TO REPEAT YOUR THEME, THE SBA WANTSTO SHARE YOUR

VISION:

THE SBA HASA WOMEN’'SBUSINESS OWNERSHIP
REPRESENTATIVE IN EVERY SBA DISTRICT OFFICE. IT'STHEIR
JOB TOHELP YOU ACCESSALL OF THE SBA’'SPROGRAMSAND

SERVICESASWELL ASTHOSE THROUGHOUT YOUR COMMUNITY.

WE ALSO HAVE:

THE WOMEN'SNETWORK FOR ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING,
A ROUNDTABLE MENTORING PROGRAM FOR WOMEN BUSINESS

OWNERS.

WE HAVE THE ONLINE WOMEN’'SBUSINESS CENTER, WHICH
DRAWSTHE BEST OF ALL OUR WOMEN'SBUSINESS CENTERS
NATIONWIDE AND MAKESIT AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE, 24-7, AT

WWW.ONLINEWBC.GOV.



THE OFFICE OF CONTRACT ASSISTANCE FOR WOMEN BUSINESS
OWNERS, WHOSE JOB IT ISTO HELP WOMEN WIN FEDERAL

CONTRACTS.

THERE ARE SBA RESOURCE PARTNERSAT THOUSANDS OF
LOCATIONSNATIONWIDE. WE HAVE SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTERS, BUSINESSINFORMATION CENTERS,
THE SERVICE CORPSOF RETIRED EXECUTIVES, AND ONE-STOP

CAPITAL SHOPS.

OUR SMALL BUSINESSINVESTMENT COMPANY PROGRAM
WELCOMESWOMEN-ORIENTED VENTURE CAPITAL

COMPANIES.

LAST YEAR, THE SBA MADE LOANSTO WOMEN

ENTREPRENEURSWORTH NEARLY $2BILLION.

AND $33MILLION DOLLARSWORTH OF THOSE LOANS, WERE

RIGHT HERE IN CHICAGO.

THISYEAR, WE HAVE MADE LOANSTO WOMEN WORTH MORE

THAN $1.7BILLION, AND



184 OF THOSE LOANSWERE TO CHICAGO WOMEN-OWNED

BUSINESSESTO THE TUNE OF NEARLY $34 MILLION.

MY FATHER TAUGHT ME THAT BUSINESS IS ABOUT
RELATIONSHIPS. BEING HERE IN CHICAGO HAS CONFIRMED FOR
ME THAT THE SBA HASMANY STRONG AND COMMITTED
PARTNERS. | LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH ALL OF YOU AS
WE SHARE YOUR VISION AND STRENGTHEN THE OPPORTUNITIES

FORWOMEN IN SMALL BUSINESSESEVERYWHERE.

| WISH YOU MUCH CONTINUED SUCCESS AND THANK
YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE THISMORNING WITH

YOU.



