KEYNOTE SPEECH BY SBA ADMINISTRATOR 

HECTOR V. BARRETO
Southern Nevada

 Hispanic Employment Program Seminar
Luncheon Wednesday August 29, 2001

Monte Carlo Resort, Las Vegas, Nevada

BUENOS TARDES AND GOOD AFTERNOON.  IT IS AN HONOR FOR ME TO BE INVITED TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY AND a GREAT PLEASURE TO BE DISCUSSING AN ISSUE WITH YOU THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO ALL OF US – our  FUTURE.

“THE FUTURE” – it’s a large concept and embodies a world of opportunities and meanings for each one of us.

in a few moments, the hispanic employment program will award 35 scholarships to assist latino students in obtaining their education. let’s give them a round of applause.

IF YOUr PARENTS WERE ANYTHING LIKE MINE, MY TEENAGE YEARS WERE A TIME WHEN WE HAD MANY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE.  OFTEN THE QUESTIONS REVOLVED AROUND WHAT I WAS GOING TO DO OR WHAT I WAS GOING TO BE.

IT WAS AT THOSE TIMES THAT MY FATHER AND MOTHER WOULD TELL THE FAMILY STORY OF HOW THEY STARTED THE JOURNEY TO THEIR FUTURES.  MY DAD TOLD OF HOW HE CAME TO THE UNITED STATES FROM MEXICO WITH NO JOB AND NO MONEY AND HOW HE AND MY MOTHER… THROUGH HARD WORK AND PERSEVERANCE… STARTED A SMALL BUSINESS AND BUILT IT INTO SEVERAL SMALL BUSINESSES.

THEIR HARD WORK PROVIDED A HOME AND AN EDUCATION FOR THEIR CHILDREN. THEY ALSO GAVE BACK TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY BY FOUNDING THE UNITED STATES HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

FROM THEIR EXAMPLE, I REALIZED THAT THE FUTURE WAS A PLACE WHERE I COULD DEFINE MYSELF.  AS I’VE GROWN OLDER, I’VE LEARNED THAT THROUGH VISION AND LEADERSHIP, THE FUTURE IS ALSO A PLACE WHERE WE CAN DEFINE OUR COMMUNITY. TODAY I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMUNITY.

TODAY WE ARE CELEBRATING OUR HISPANIC YOUTH AND THEIR EDUCATION… AND LADIES AND GENTLEMEN…THAT IS OUR FUTURE.

I DON’T THINK I NEED TO QUOTE STATISTICS ABOUT THE NUMBER OF OUR HISPANIC YOUTH WHO ENTER COLLEGE AND COMPLETE THEIR EDUCATION. 

NOR DO I NEED TO TELL YOU WHAT A VAST UNDERTAKING IT IS TO ATTEND AND COMPLETE COLLEGE. OFTEN IT IS A COMMUNITY EFFORT OF SCHOLARSHIPS, PARENT SUPPORT AND FULL-TIME WORK WHILE TAKING FULL-TIME CLASSES.

AND JUST AS EVERYONE HERE UNDERSTANDS THE CHALLENGES AND DEMANDS OF PURSUING AN EDUCATION, WE ALSO APPRECIATE THE REWARDS ENJOYED BY OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY TODAY AND IN THE FUTURE.

TODAY, I AM MOST HONORED….ES MI GRAN ORGULLO…TO BE IN THE PRESENCE OF TOMORROW’S LEADERS. 

like JOHN CASTENADA, WHO IS A SECOND YEAR RECIPIENT OF AN HISPANIC-EMPLOYMENT-PROGRAM  SCHOLARSHIP.  JOHN IS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF  H-E-P, AND A FAMILY ORIENTED MAN WHO IS DEDICATED TO HIS SCHOOL AND HIS COMMUNITY.  JOHN WORKS FOR THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION AND IS AIMING HIGH. HE WOULD LIKE TO EVENTUALLY BE NOTHING LESS THAN SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. JOHN, I WILL GIVE SECRETARY NORTON A FAIR WARNING THAT YOU ARE AFTER HER JOB.  


LIKE YVETTE ZAMILA, A SINGLE PARENT WHO HAS COMPLETED MOST OF HER WORK FOR HER DOCTORATE AND IS NOW A SECOND YEAR LAW STUDENT AT U-N-L-V.  AND STILL FINDS TIME TO BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN HER COMMUNITY.


LIKE JACQULINE ISLAS, A THIRD YEAR RECIPIENT OF AN H-E-P SCHOLARSHIP, WHO IS ACTIVELY INVOLED IN HELPING THE YOUTH OF THE COMMUNITY AND WORKS HARD AT CREATING A BETTER LIFE FOR THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY IN LAS VEGAS.

YOU KNOW, SOMETIMES THE “SMALL” IN SMALL BUSINESS JUST DOESN’T SOUND RIGHT, WHEN YOU CONSIDER THAT:

· SMALL BUSINESS IS THE LARGEST EMPLOYER IN THE UNITED STATES.

· SMALL BUSINESS TAX REVENUES ARE THE BACKBONE OF OUR LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS, AND THE REASON OUR COUNTRY CAN DO SO MUCH FOR SO MANY.

· SMALL BUSINESS REMAINS THE MOST EFFECTIVE MARKET LABORATORY FOR NEW IDEAS AND INNOVATIONS. SMALL BUSINESS IS THE PLACE WHERE IDEAS ARE CONCEIVED, TESTED AND PROVED.

SMALL BUSINESS WORKS.  AND IT WORKS BEST WHEN DEDICATED CITIZENS LIKE YOU JOIN HANDS IN A PARTNERSHIP TO USE ALL OF OUR STRENGTH AND RESOURCES TO HELP EACH OTHER.  THE SBA IS PROUD OF OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HISPANIC BUSINESSES OF NEVADA AND THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.

Last year, Fiscal Year  2000, the SBA granted 450 LOANS in your state for a total of  $135 MILLION dollars. That is a record for us – tHE largest dollar volume in one year in Nevada… $135 million dollars. 

i am also proud of the great relationship between the sba nevada district office and the latin chamber of commerce.   

I want to acknowledge our nevada district director, john scott, and otto merida, president of the latin chamber of commerce for working together to open doors and improve opportunities for the hispanic population of las vegas and all of nevada.

i had a great meeting this morning with representatives from every sector of the las vegas business community.   

IT HAS BEEN MY EXPERIENCE THAT IF YOU LISTEN TO YOUR CUSTOMERS, THEY WILL TELL YOU WHAT THEY NEED TO SUCCEED. I INTEND TO CONTINUE TO LISTEN TO OUR SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS AND ACT ON THEIR BEHALF.

I AM ALWAYS EXCITED AT THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TO THE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA, PRESENT AND FUTURE.  BECAUSE I BELIEVE IN YOU. AMERICA HAS THE OPPORTUNITIES AND YOU HAVE THE AMIBITION AND THE TALENT. 

President bush was right when he said “the role of government is not to try to create wealth. The role of government is to create an environment in which people can realize the American Dream. 

“And part of the american Dream is to be able to own your own business, to be able to say, I want to start my business, I want to nurture my business, I want to grow my business.” 

hispanic business is on the move.  from 1992 to 1997, the number of hispanic businesses in america increased by 30 per cent. that’s good but togther, we can do more!  

the latest figures show that there are 

one-million, 200-thousand hispanic-owned firms in america.  that's good but TOGETHER, WE CAN DO MORE!

twenty-eight per cent of those hispanic-owned firms are owned by women.  hispanic women run 311,544 companies in america.  that’s good but together, we can do more!

There are 3,900 Hispanic businesses in Nevada representing  9 PERCENT of all of the businesses owned by minorities, women and veterans in the state.

THE LATEST numbers SHOW that there are 115,247 hispanic employees in the federal government.  that is 6.6 percent of the total federal work force.  i am proud to report that 10 percent of the employees at the Small Business Administration are hispanic.

SMALL BUSINESS IS GROWING AND THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION IS PROUD TO BE PART OF THAT GROWTH.

FOR ME, SMALL BUSINESS IS TRULY A FAMILY TRADITION. YOU SEE, I STARTED WAITING TABLES WHEN I WAS NINE YEARS OLD.  MY PARENTS OPENED THEIR FIRST RESTAURANT IN 1969.  MY FOUR SISTERS AND I LEARNED VERY EARLY THAT HARD WORK IS NECESSARY TO SUCCEED.

AFTER MY PARENTS TURNED HARD WORK INTO SUCCESS, THEY WANTED TO SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCE WITH OTHER NEW BUSINESS OWNERS.  WITH MY MOTHER’S SUPPORT, MY FATHER ORGANIZED THE UNITED STATES HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, THE FIRST NATIONAL HISPANIC SMALL BUSINESS ORGANIZATION IN THE UNITED STATES.    

I HAVE ALWAYS LIVED THE BENEFIT OF SMALL BUSINESS ON A PERSONAL LEVEL.  IT HAS EMPOWERED MY FAMILY TO ACHIEVE THE AMERICAN DREAM, THE SAME DREAM YOU STUDENTS HAVE FOR YOUR FUTURE 

THE SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION IS DEDICATED TO HELPING YOU ACHIEVE THAT DREAM.

HISPANIC Small businesses create good jobs, jobs that bring security and hope, jobs that enable people to invest for the future, to buy homes, to build up communities--and to achieve the American dream.
MY FATHER TAUGHT ME THAT BUSINESS IS ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS.  BEING HERE IN NEVADA HAS CONFIRMED FOR ME THAT THE SBA HAS MANY STRONG AND COMMITTED PARTNERS. I BELIEVE THAT.

AND I URGE YOU TO BELIEVE… IN YOUR HEARTS… THAT YOU ARE DESTINED FOR IMPORTANT THINGS… GREAT THINGS… THAT WILL BE THE FOUNDATION FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND OUR COUNTRY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME.

EDUCATION MEANS OPPORTUNITY FOR SOME… AND FREEDOM FOR OTHERS.  BUT IT MEANS A STRONGER COMMUNITY AND A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR ALL OF US.

THANK YOU.

