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BRIAN DANCAUSE NAMED MAINE’S SMALL BUSINESS RESEARCH ADVOCATE
OF THE YEAR BY THE SBA

Augusta, Maine -- Brian K. Dancause, Manager of Small Business Assistance for Maine’s
Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), is the recipient of the U.S.
Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Maine’s 2004 Small Business Research Advocate of the
Year. John Massaua, State Director, Maine Small Business Development Center, nominated
Dancause for this award.

In January 2002, the Kauffman Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership was asked by former
Governor Angus King to help the State of Maine examine its efforts to make Maine “the most
entrepreneurial state in the nation.” DECD was designated as the lead agency. Brian Dancause
was named the Kauffman Center’s primary point of contact and facilitator of “on the ground
research” for the project. Brian undertook the task with passion and a sense of academic inquiry.

Brian’s contribution to this research project included initial design, data collection, elementary
analysis, report editing, and summarizing the report’s findings and recommendations. The final
report “Promoting and Supporting and Entrepreneurship-Based Economy in Maine” was released
by Governor John Baldacci April 26", 2003.

The report brought together leaders of small business, education and economic and community
development to explore ways to foster and support entrepreneurship in Maine. It identified what
Maine is doing well and what needs to change in order to improve its entrepreneurial climate and
culture. The report elevated the status of entrepreneurship so that it is now included in Maine’s
economic development debate.

Dancause oversees DECD’s small business assistance programs and administers the State’s
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) contract. In addition to his management
responsibilities, Dancause serves as an ombudsman, guiding Maine small businesses through
various state regulatory processes and facilitating communications between business and various
state agencies.

Dancause will be honored at the SBA awards celebration May 25" at Spectacular Event Center
in Bangor. For further information on the winners or the celebration event contact Bonnie
Erickson at 207-622-8275 or Sandra Fontaine at 207-622-8381.

-30-



