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SBA Honors 2nd Round of Emerging 200 Initiative 

Graduates on November 10  
 

The Detroit “e200 Class of 2010” to be Recognized for its Participation in the 
Jobs and Growth Stimulation Effort Targeted to Promising  

Inner-City Small Businesses 
 
 

WHAT: The U.S. Small Business Administration will honor the Detroit participants in its Emerging 200 

Initiative at a graduation ceremony on Wednesday, November 10.  SBA’s e200 program identified 200 

inner-city businesses across the nation that demonstrated a high potential for growth.  Selected companies 

participated in a free, six month course of in-depth business education focused on areas such as 

organizational management, growth strategies, market development and strategic planning. 

 

Detroit is just one of the 10 e200 participating urban cities in the second round.  The others are Atlanta, 

Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Des Moines, Jacksonville, Memphis and Philadelphia. 

 

The 11 businesses from Detroit who completed the program and who will be honored at the graduation 

ceremony include:   

 

• Abbeville Treats, LLC, Jasmine Holt, CEO 
• Dixon Medical Supply, Jason Dixon, CEO 
• DMC Construction, Mike Chaudhary, President 
• Eastern Michigan Distributors Co., Diana Geier, CFO 
• Empire Equipment & Supply Co., Ronald Jones II, COO 
• Igrid Technologies, Inc., Balaji Satyavarapu, CEO 
• McCall Educational Services, Ron McCall, Managing Partner 
• SERCH Services, Inc., Edna Bell, CEO 
• Strike Group, LLC, Lane Coleman, CEO 
• Transcend Technology, Tarik Lester, COO 
• VMX International, Vickie J. Lewis, CEO 
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The Detroit e200 effort was a collaborative one.  Joining SBA in bringing e200 to Michigan are: 

 

•   Detroit Economic Growth Corporation 

•   Detroit Regional Chamber 

•     Mayor’s Office of Targeted Business Development 

•     Michigan Economic Development Corporation 

•     Michigan Minority Business Development Council 

•     Michigan Small Business & Technology Development Center 

•     TechTown 
 

WHO: Scheduled speakers are: 
 

• Penny Pickett, Associate Administrator, SBA’s Office of Entrepreneurial Development 

• Leslie Smith,  General Manager, TechTown 

• Richard Temkin, SBA Michigan District Director 

• Testimonials from past and present e200 graduate 
 
 
WHEN:  5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 10, 2009 (program will begin at 6:00 p.m.) 
 
WHERE:         TechTown 
   440 Burroughs Street 
   Detroit, MI 48226 
 
 
Separate interviews and photo opportunities with key participants will be available following the 

conclusion of the program.  Media will also have the opportunity to interview graduates. 

 

NOTE: Please call Constance Logan at (313) 226-6075 or email constance.logan@sba.gov to indicate your 

plans to attend. 
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