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2009 Small Business Person of the Year
Jan Miller, President/CEO

Stander, Inc.

With her mind as sharp as
ever, and a home full of
family visitors, Grandma
Essie celebrated her 90™
birthday on a beautiful
spring day in 1997.
Shortly thereafter, Essie’s
physical health started to
deteriorate and daily tasks
that used to be simple be-
came very difficult.
Grandma Essie had no in-
tention of moving into any
type of “nursing home” no
matter how many granite
floors, flower gardens, or
bridge clubs. She was de-
termined to maintain her
dignity and independence
by living out her years in
the red brick home her late
husband had built 50 years
earlier.

Jan Miller, an elementary
school teacher by trade,
and granddaughter of Es-

sie, wanted to help but was
unsure how. Jan lived 500
miles away from Granny
and none of the extended
family was able to uproot
and move in with her so
they spent thousands of
dollars on a complete line
of home medical equip-
ment that was supposed to
make living at home easier.
Granny still had difficulty
performing simple daily
tasks like getting in and out
of bed or standing from a
couch or car. Jan saw that
there was an enormous
need for affordable assis-
tive devices that could ac-
tually help the elderly and
disabled maintain their in-
dependence without being
forced into a hospital or
nursing home. In response
to this new found knowl-
edge, Jan formed Stander,
Inc. an inventor and manu-
facturer of affordable mo-
bility devices for the eld-
erly and disabled.

Fortunately for Stander,
Jan was married to Troy
Miller, a real, live, rocket
scientist. Stander’s first
three inventions, the Bed-
Cane, CouchCane and Car-
Caddie, were designed spe-
cifically to solve Grandma
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Essie’s greatest mobility
challenges and thanks in
large part to these products,
she was able to live out her
life comfortably in the pri-
vacy of her own home.

Today, Stander’s product
line consists of over 20
innovative mobility solu-
tions with many more on
the way. Stander is com-
mitted to listening to the
needs of the elderly and
disabled and inventing
products that make their
lives easier.

Stander, Inc. an innovative
assistive technology com-
pany, located in Logan,
Utah, invents, manufac-
tures and markets mobility
solutions in the medical
equipment industry.
Stander owns ten patents
and another six that are
patent pending. The com-
pany has sold to more than
1300 wholesale and retail
customers world-wide, has
shown a profit for 8 con-
secutive years, and sustains
comfortable contribution
and profit margins.
Stander’s products have
helped well over one mil-
lion elderly and disabled
individuals.
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2009 Small Business Award Winners
for the SBA’s Utah District

Jan Lee Miller, President of
Stander, Inc., Logan, Utah, has
been selected as the 2009 Small
Business Person of the Year for
the Utah District of the U.S.
Small business Administration
(SBA). Stander, Inc., a com-
pany that develops and manu-
factures innovative mobility
solutions for the bed, bath,
couch, and automobile, was
founded by Miller in 1998. A
school teacher by trade, Miller
identified a need for low cost,
high quality products that could
assist and empower people with
mobility challenges.

Miller and several other award
winners were honored at an
awards luncheon on Monday,
May 4, 2009, at the Joseph
Smith Memorial Building.

Stan Nakano, District Director
of SBA’s Utah District Office,
observed that “this year’s win-
ners are an outstanding group of
small businesses who have
achieved great success. We also
have an excellent group of
champion winners who are
dedicated to supporting the
causes of small businesses in
their communities and in the
state.”

These winners are being recog-
nized at a time when many
small businesses across the
country have encountered eco-
nomic and financial hardship.
As part of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act, SBA
has announced a number of
program implementations and
changes that will provide small
businesses with easier access to
SBA loans, including the elimi-
nation/reduction of guaranty
fees, the increase of the guar-
anty percentage to lenders, the
elimination of certain process-
ing fees, the launching of a debt
repayment loan product, and the
use of new tools to free up the
secondary market for lenders.

Additional information can be
obtained at www.sba.gov/

recovery.

Utah’s small business award
winners are as follows:

Small Business Person of the
Year

Jan Lee Miller, President

Stander, Inc. — Logan, Utah

Home-Based Business Cham-
pion of the Year

Nancy Reading, Jenny Cox, Barb
McGann and Kris

Simeona
CedarEdge Medical, LLC -
Blanding, Utah

Small Business Journalist of
the Year

Rob Brough, Editor

Community Magazine — Salt
Lake City, Utah

Minority Small Business
Champion of the Year

Randi Ruff, Small Business
Liaison

University of Utah — Salt Lake
City, Utah

Women in Business Champion
Karen Gunn, Dean

School of Professional and Eco-
nomic Development

Salt Lake Community College —
Sandy, Utah

Small Business Developent
Center Service Excellence and
Innovation Center Award

Alan Christensen, Director, and
Keith Church, Asst. Director

Ephraim SBDC — Ephraim and
Richfield, Utah

SBA Young Entrepreneur of
the Year

Trenton L. Maw, President

Linquix, Inc. — South Ogden,
Utah

Financial Services/ Accountant
Champion of the Year

Kathy Ricci, CEO

Utah Microenterprise Loan Fund
— SLC, Utah

Veteran Small Business Cham-
pion of the Year

Jack Climer, Executive Director

Rocky Mountain Veterans Busi-
ness Council — Salt Lake City,
Utah

Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned
Business of the Year

Jeffry Jon Yates, Owner

Yates Insurance Agency, Inc. —
Kanab, Utah

Nancy Reading, Jenny Cox, Barb
McGann, and Kris Simeona—
Home-Based Business Champion,
Karen Gunn-Women in Business
Champion and Randi Ruff-

Minority Small Bushiness Cham-
pion have been selected as SBA’s
Region 8 winners, which includes
the states of Utah, Wyoming,
Colorado, Montana, North Dakota
and South Dakota.

National Award Winner

Home-Based Business
Champion

Of the Year

Cedar-Edge Medical, LLC
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Utah’s SBA Lenders recognized for outstanding lending practices with the
approval of 3,075 SBA loans for $420.8 million in FY ’08

UTAH — On Monday, April 6, 2009,
Utah’s SBA lenders were honored
for outstanding participation in SBA
lending in the state of Utah. While
other parts of the country experi-
enced 20% to 30% declines in fiscal
year 2008, the Utah District Office
had a record-breaking SBA-lending
year. “To think that only Los Ange-
les, New York, and Chicago did
more SBA loans than Utah is ex-
traordinary,” stated Stan Nakano,
SBA’s Utah District Director. Cur-
rently year-to-date for the 2009 fiscal
year, the Utah District Office leads
the country in loan approvals.

Senator Robert F. Bennett was the
keynote speaker at the event.

The following lenders were recog-
nized in the listed categories:

Zions Bank

Large Lender (Over $1 Billion in As-
sets) for 504 and 7(a) loans

Goldenwest Credit Union

Medium Lender ($500 Million to $1
Billion) for 7(a) loans

Bank of American Fork

Medium Lender ($500 Million to $1
Billion) for 504 loans

Deseret First Credit Union

Small Lender ($100 Million to $500
Million) for 7(a) loans

Capital Community Bank

Small Lender ($100 Million to $500
Million) for 504 loans

WebBank

Very Small Lender (under $100 Mil-
lion) for 504 and 7(a) loans

Zions Bank
Patriot and Export Express Loans

Central Bank
Community Express Loans

First National Bank of Layton
Rural Lender Advantage Loans

Mountain America Credit Union
Outstanding Performance

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT-MARY RAEL

America First Credit Union
Outstanding Performance

Chase Bank
Outstanding Performance

Mountain West Small Business
Finance CDC

Outstanding Performance

Utah CDC
Outstanding Performance

Member Business Lending
Outstanding Performance

The Utah District Office has
long been highly respected
for its quality of work in its
effective administration of
SBA’s government contract-
ing programs. One of the
reasons is Mary Rael, a
Business Development Spe-
cialist who works with these
programs including the 8(a)
and HubZone programs.
Mary came to SBA in 1987
as a temporary clerk typist.

She worked in this position
for four years until, in 1991,
she was hired as a permanent
employee in the Portfolio
Management Division.

Mary then went to the Mi-
nority Development Divi-
sion, which has now become
part of the 8(a) Business De-
velopment Division. Mary is
one of the few SBA employ-
ees in the office that can
speak a second language,
being fluent in Spanish.

This is particularly helpful

when working with the
many minority-owned busi-
nesses that participate in
the 8(a) and other govern-
ment contracting programs.
Mary is involved in her
Church and she loves
spending time at the family
cabin. Mary is married to
John, and they have four
children — Donald, Jeremy,
Gina and Nicole. Mary and
John have six beautiful
grandchildren, the joys of
their life.




April April YTD Loan
LENDER Loan Numbers Total Dollars Numbers YTD Dollars
AMERICA FIRST FCU 11 $310,000 62 $1,927,000
AMERICA WEST BANK 0 0 2 $2,367,300
AMERICAN BANK OF COMMERCE D/B/A AMBANK 0 0 0 0
AMERICANWEST BANK 0 0 11 $2,141,000
BANCO POPULAR NORTH AMERICA 0 0 8 $2,795,100
BANK OF AMERICA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 0 0 0 0
BANK OF AMERICAN FORK 4 $715,000 13 $2,721,300
BANK OF THE WEST 0 0 1 $335,000
BANK OF UTAH 4 $747,200 14 $3,246,900
BARNES BANKING COMPANY 0 0 1 $500,000
BEACH BUSINESS BANK 0 0 1 $975,000
BEEHIVE CU 3 $150,000 23 $833,000
BRIGHTON BANK 0 0 2 $205,000
CACHE VALLEY BANK 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL COMMUNITY BANK 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL ONE, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 0 0 0 0
CELTIC BANK CORPORATION 0 0 33 $13,481,600
CENTENNIAL BANK 0 0 1 $700,000
CENTRAL BANK 3 $137,000 9 $662,100
CIT SMALL BUSINESS LENDING CORPORATION 0 0 0 0
COMERICA BANK 0 0 0 0
COMMUNITY WEST BANK 0 0 1 $375,000
COMPASS BANK 0 0 2 $1,122,000
CONTINENTAL BANK 0 0 0 0
CYPRUS FCU 2 $40,000 10 $380,000
DESERET FIRST FCU 2 $65,000 22 $855,700
FIRST COMMUNITY BANK 0 0 0 0
FIRST UTAH BANK 2 $135,000 5 $430,000
FRONTIER BANK, FSB 1 $50,000 7 $865,000
GOLDENWEST FCU 2 $74,400 19 $614,400
GRAND VALLEY BANK 0 0 1 $115,100
GRANITE FCU 1 $30,000 5 $170,000
HERITAGEWEST FCU 2 $80,000 18 $745,000
HORIZON UTAH FCU D/B/A HORIZON CU 2 $90,000 9 $275,000
INNOVATIVE BANK 0 0 0 0
IRWIN UNION BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 0 0 0 0
JORDAN FCU 4 $146,900 21 $732,100
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 3 $93,500 5 $165,700
KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 1 $10,000 14 $2,394,200
LEHMAN BROTHERS BANK, FSB 0 0 0 0
MOUNTAIN AMERICA FCU 38 $2,272,900 341 $14,275,100
MOUNTAIN WEST BANK 0 0 2 $341,800
MOUNTAIN WEST SMALL BUSINESS FINANCE 17 $6,605,000 73 $31,376,000
NATIONAL CITY BANK 1 $2,000,000 1 $2,000,000
NEVADA COMMERCE BANK 0 0 2 $3,272,000
PACIFIC CITY BANK 1 $1,237,500 1 $1,237,500
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 0 0 0 0
PRIME ALLIANCE BANK 0 0 0 0
SAEHAN BANK 0 0 0 0
SOUTHWEST COMMUNITY FCU 1 $25,000 3 $60,000
STATE BANK OF SOUTHERN UTAH 2 $388,300 7 $1,081,000
SUNFIRST BANK 0 0 0 0
SUPERIOR FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 0 0 5 $52,500
TEMECULA VALLEY BANK 0 0 1 $610,000




April

April

YTD Loan Num-
LENDER Loan Numbers Total Dollars bers YTD Dollars
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF LAYTON 1 $162,500 4 $805,500
THE HUNTINGTON NATIONAL BANK 0 0 2 $522,000
THE VILLAGE BANK 0 0 0 0
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 2 $217,000 21 $2,587,000
UNITED MIDWEST SAVINGS BANK 0 0 0 0
UNITED WESTERN BANK 0 0 0 0
UNIVERSITY FIRST FCU 2 $85,000 5 $620,000
UPS CAPITAL BUSINESS CREDIT 0 0 0 0
USU CHARTER FCU 1 $40,000 1 $40,000
UTAH CENTRAL CREDIT UNION 0 0 2 $100,000
UTAH CERTIFIED DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 5 $1,399,000 44 $22,831,000
UTAH COMMUNITY FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 0 0 0 0
UTAH FIRST FCU 1 $50,000 10 $430,000
VECTRA BANK COLORADO, N.A. 0 0 3 $175,000
WACHOVIA SBA LENDING, INC. 0 0 0 0
WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK 0 0 0 0
WEBBANK 0 0 0 0
WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 3 $1,665,800 27 $7,953,900
ZIONS FIRST NATIONAL BANK 62 $6,250,100 375 $25,821,400
TOTALS 184 $25,272,100 1250 $158,321,200
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