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CAIVRS Credit Alert Verification Reporting System

CAIVRS is a federal
government database
of delinquent federal
debtors that allows fed-
eral agencies to reduce
the risk to federal loan
and loan guarantee
programs. CAIVRS
alerts participating fed-
eral lending agencies
when an applicant for
credit benefits, or for a
position of trust in sup-
port of the administra-
tion of a federal credit
program, has a federal
lien, judgment or a fed-
eral loan that is cur-

rently in default or fore-
closure, or has had a
claim paid by a report-
ing agency.

CAIVRS allows author-
ized employees of par-
ticipating federal agen-
cies to access a data-
base of delinquent fed-
eral borrowers for the

purpose of pre-
screening direct loan
applicants for credit
worthiness, and per-

mits approved private
lenders acting on the
governments behalf to

access the delinquent
borrower database for
the purpose of pre-
screening the credit wor-
thiness of applicants for
federally guaranteed
loans.

The training session
on the CAIVRS system
given on December
13th was recorded and
is available by going to
https://connect16.uc.
att.com/sba/meet/?.
RecordingKey=375B25-
83-42FB-41E7-8EDG-

A306133 COC79.

SBA-Proposed Size

Proposed rules published for com-
ment in The Federal Register by the
U.S. Small Business Administration
would adjust the size definition of
small businesses in 29 industries in
one sub-industry in two broad cate-
gories of businesses, ranging from
real estate and property manage-
ment to colleges, junior colleges and
universities.

The proposed adjustments to size
standards in 20 industries and one
sub-industry in Sector 53 of the
North American Industry Classifica-
tion System (NAICS), “Real Estate
and Rental and Leasing,” and in nine
industries in Sector 61, “Educational
Services,” reflect changes in market-
place conditions in those sectors.

In both sectors, the proposed

changes are based on annual gross
revenues. The standards delineate
how large a business can be and still
qualify as small for federal govern-
ment programs. The dollar limits refer
to annual revenues averaged over
three years.

As part of the ongoing comprehen-
sive review of all size standards as
required under the Small Business
Jobs Act of 2010, the SBA is evaluat-
ing all industries in these sectors that
have revenue-based size standards to
determine whether the existing size
standards should be adjusted. The
last overall review of size standards
occurred more than 25 years ago.

The proposed changes take into ac-
count the structural characteristics
within individual industries, including
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average firm size, degree of competi-
tion, and federal government con-
tracting trends. This ensures that
size definitions reflect current eco-
nomic conditions within those indus-
tries. An SBA White Paper entitled
“Size Standards Methodology” (Oct.
21, 2009) explains how SBA estab-
lishes, reviews and modifies its re-
ceipts-based and employee-based
small business size standards. It is
available for viewing by pressing here.

The upward revisions would allow
some small businesses that are close
to exceeding their current size stand-
ards to retain small business eligibil-
ity under the proposed higher size
standards, and give federal agencies
a larger selection of small businesses
to choose from for small business
procurement opportunities. They also
would allow more small businesses to
qualify for SBA financial assistance.

SBA estimates that up to 13,000
more firms in Sector 53 and 1,500
more companies in Sector 61 will
qualify for SBA assistance and other
federal programs if the proposed re-
visions are adopted.

Interested parties can submit com-
ments on these proposed rules on or
before January 17, 2012. The SBA
recommends that comments be sub-
mitted online at www.regulations.gov
or mailed to Khem R. Sharma, Chief,
Size Standards Division, 409 3rd St,,
SW, Mail Code 6530, Washington,
D.C. 20416. The SBA will post all
comments to www.regulations.gov
for public review. The SBA does not
accept comments submitted by
email.

For more information about SBA's
revisions to its small business size
standards, click on “What’s New with
Size Standards” on SBA’s website at
http://www.sba.gov/size.

NASE Tax Webinar Series

A series of tax webi-
nars are planned for in
January. Presenter,
Keith Hall, is the Na-
tional Tax Advisor for
the National Associa-
tion for the Self-
Employed (NASE) and a
certified public ac-
countant. Keith will pre-
sent three, 45-minute
webinars  beginning
January 12th.
Each online session will
start at 2:.00 pm and
will include Q & A time.
Keith understands the
problems faced by
small businesses.

On January 12th the
topic will be Top 5 Tax
Questions for the Self-

employed. This ses-
sion will cover entity for-
mation, what to do first,
how to pay and plan for
estimated taxes, automo-
bile deduction and meals
and travel. To register for
this session, go to Janu-
ary 12th NASE Tax Webi-
nar.

The January 19th ses-
sion will be Preparing an
Audit-proof Tax Re-
turn. This session will
help you get organized,
search for deductions,
build your paper fort and
more. To register, go
to January 19th NASE
Tax Webinar.

On January 26th Tips

for Saving on Your Tax-
es will offer insight in-
to maximizing your de-
ductions. Included will
be hiring your child, the
home office deduc-
tion, retirement contri-
butions and more. To
register for this session,
go to January 26th
NASE Tax Webinar.

There is no fee to at-
tend these webinars.
You will need to register
for each session seper-
ately. Upon registra-
tion a confirmation
email will be sent with
information on how to
join the webinar at the
scheduled time.

GRO-Biz Conference
and ldea Expo
Strengthen and Grow
Your Business!
February 22-23, 2012;

Hilton Garden Inn

2229 Grand Ave.
Laramie, WY;

Register: 800-348-5194
www.regonline.com

2012grobizidea
By: Feb.12-$165

Social Media

Connect with the U.S.
Small Business Administra-
tion on Facebook, Twitter
and Youtube.

& & &
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In  Wyoming's Big
Horn Mountains at 8,600
feet there is a beautiful
secluded wvalley where
Pascalite clay has been
discovered. This unique
clay has not been found
anywhere else. The first
recorded use of this clay
was during the 1930's
when a trapper, Emile
Pascal, set out his traps
near a high mountain
lake, where there was an
outcropping of a whitish,
cheese-like substance un-
recognized by Pas-
cal. Quite by accident his
hands became coated in
this substance. When he
returned to his cabin and
washed his hands, he

noticed they were no
longer chapped and
cracked.  Pascal won-
dered what this substance
could be. He and Ray
Pendergraft of Worland,
who had mining experi-
ence, became partners
and began experimenting
with this clay. Ray, and
his wife Peggie, later
named this clay and the
company Pascalite - in
recognition of his
friend. They devoted the
rest of their lives to hand
mining Pascalite, using it,

Jan 3 Women’s Roundtable
Newcastle;

Jan4  Women’s Roundtable
Casper;

Jan 5 Business Roundtable

Laramie/Jackson;

promoting it and devel-
oping clay prod-
ucts.  Pascalite clay has
many uses and is the pri-
mary ingredient the com-
pany uses in making their
own hand made ointment,
poultice and Dbar
soap. Today this clay is
used all around the
world.

The family originally
learned the Pascalite pro-
tocol through the guid-
ance of Ray and Peg-
gie.  The younger gen-
erations have grown up
immersed in the Pascalite
business. Carolina Brew-
ster (Ray and Peggie’s
oldest daughter) is the
current president of Pas-
calite, Inc. with third gen-
eration (granddaughter)
Jeanne Lockard, serving
as vice president and op-
erational manager. Bar-
bara Ruff, (Ray and Peg-
gie’s youngest daughter)
and Ray and Peggie’s
fourth generation great-
grandchildren also help
out where needed.

In an effort to better
manage the business and
enhance their marketing
skills, Carolina has two
years of college business
classes and Jeanne utiliz-

Jan 10 Start Your Own Busi
ness Workshop,

Lander;
Business Roundtable
Buffalo;

Bus Plan Workshop,
Rawlins;

Jan 12

Jan 12

es continuing education
by taking various clas-
ses offered at North-
west College in Powell,
Wyoming. Pascalite
recently purchased the
building housing their
business with the assis-
tance of Bruce Morse,
who is the Regional
Director of the Wyo-
ming Small Business
Development Center in
Powell. Bruce helped
them with their busi-
ness plan and financial
projections.

The family members
enjoy being a part of
the Pascalite business
and love what they do
at Pascalite, especially
helping people. They
remain dedicated to
Pascalite clay and their
products. Over the
many years Pascalite
has grown solely
through word of mouth
and personal customer
service. Carolina said,
“The hardest thing to
do throughout the years
was that we had to get
the word out of what
the product is and how
to get people to believe
in it and use it.”

Jan 18 Business Round-
table Rawlins/
Wheatland;

Jan 19 Business Round-
table, Torrington;

Jan 19 Sm Bus Invited to
Meet With Natn’l

! PASCALITE |

s3n LANSOK
i y—r

307 261-6505

Park Service
Jan 24 Business Round-
table Worland;

Jan 25 Start Your Own
Business Work

shop, Wheatland;
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