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U.S. Small Business Administration Names Jay Goth as Small Business Champion of the Year

Talented executive volunteers expertise to entrepreneurial support organizations; helps foster business startup, innovation and growth in Southwest Riverside County

Santa Ana, CA – The U.S. Small Business Administration, Santa Ana District Office has selected Jay Goth as the 2016 Small Business Champion of the Year.  Goth, who currently serves as facilitator of the Murrieta Innovation Center, Executive Director of InSoCal CONNECT, Entrepreneur in Residence at University of California, Riverside, and as a Senior Business Consultant for TriTech Small Business Development Center, will be recognized and receive his award at the local Small Business Week Awards program on May 3, 2016.  Goth was nominated for the award by Bruce Coleman, Director of Economic Development for the City of Murrieta.

Goth, a serial entrepreneur who has been giving back to the entrepreneurial community in Riverside County for over five years, was a founding executive of Commonwealth Energy, a company started in 1997 that he helped to define and write the initial business plan, raise over $60M in private capital, build a customer base of almost 100,000 prior to revenue generation, and successfully launch into a newly created business environment.  The company became one of the largest unregulated retail electricity providers in the country, with third year revenues approaching $100M, before eventually going public.  

In 2003 Goth formed Ascendant Communications Group, ghost writing over 400 articles on public relations for a PR firm, and has written and produced newsletters for the automotive, high technology, renewable energy, travel, real estate, executive search and other industries.  As the founder and principal of Redtail Capital, Goth has been an investment banker and business consultant, and has been retained to serve in positions including CEO, President, COO, VP Marketing, and VP Sales for companies in the finance, energy, manufacturing, and technology industries.

Currently Goth spends the majority of his days donating his time to prepare entrepreneurs for presentations to investors and banks, mentoring them in every aspect of business, and ensuring they have the proper introductions and connections needed to become a successful company.  His positions at TriTech SBDC, InSoCal CONNECT, and the Murrieta Innovation Center are unpaid.   As Entrepreneur in Residence at the University of California at Riverside, Goth works with students, faculty, and others to develop and grow new businesses.  He is also the co-organizer of Riverside’s 1 Million Cups, a weekly meeting of local entrepreneurs who gather to connect in a friendly, non-threatening environment.  In addition to these roles, Goth is the curator of the Startup Digest, a weekly email that goes out to the local startup community, providing resources and updates on startup events for the week.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Goth also hosts a weekly “open coffee” session every Saturday morning from 9am to noon where entrepreneurs can gather for a no-agenda brainstorming session that varies from week to week.  At the Temecula Valley Entrepreneurs Exchange, Goth participates in their screening committee for the incubator and serves as a panelist at the incubator’s monthly pitch practice competition.  He also attends the monthly roundtable for the tenant companies to assist in their development.  He is the onsite administrator for the Murrieta Innovation Center, where he coordinates all the activities at the center, including those of entrepreneurial resource providers such as SCORE, TriTech SBDC, InSoCal Connect, YES Place, Creator Space, GROW, and others.  Jay is also assisting with the development of the ExCITE incubator in Riverside as well.

Goth will be recognized and receive his award as 2016 Small Business Champion of the Year at the local Small Business Week Awards program which will be held Tuesday, May 3 from 10:30 a.m. until approximately 2 p.m. at the Disneyland Hotel Grand Ballroom.  The event is being hosted by the Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  For more information on the event or to register, email events@ochcc.com or call 714.953.4289.

About Small Business Week

Every year since 1963, the President of the United States has issued a proclamation announcing National Small Business Week, which recognizes the critical contributions of America’s entrepreneurs and small business owners.  More than half of Americans either own or work for a small business, and they create about two out of every three new jobs in the U.S. each year.  As part of National Small Business Week, the agency takes the opportunity to highlight the impact of outstanding entrepreneurs, small business owners and others at local events around the country.  Every day, these individuals are working to grow small businesses, create 21st century jobs, drive innovation, and increase America’s global competitiveness.  For more information, please visit www.sba.gov/nsbw/nsbw.  
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