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Tuan Van Nguyen, President, Quoc Viet Foods to Receive Honors as Finalist, 2016 Small Business Person of the Year

Food industry veteran starts business making Vietnamese soup base in paste form; leads company to profitability, posting 35% growth in sales each year since 2012

Santa Ana, CA – The U.S. Small Business Administration, Santa Ana District Office has selected Tuan Van Nguyen, President of Quoc Viet Foods, to be recognized as a 2016 Small Business Person of the Year Finalist.  Nguyen, who is a graduate of Nicholls State and Chapman University, was nominated for the award by Christina Ahn, FVP & SBA Manager at Uniti Bank.  

Quoc Viet Foods is an Orange, California based company with 35 employees that manufactures and specializes in the production of a Vietnamese soup base paste in various flavors and seasonings, more specifically for the broth of phở.  Most recently, the company began selling smoothie powder in various flavors including avocado, strawberry, watermelon and honeydew, to name a few.  The company owns about 25 trademarks associated with their product branding. Some of their trademarks are Cốt Phở Bò®, Cốt Phở Gà®, Cốt Bún Bò Huế®, just to name a few. These trademarks are very popular in the Vietnamese community. It is also a manufacturer of various organic certified coffee beans, liquid Vietnamese iced coffee and organic certified tea leaves.  All of the company’s products are processed in its facility at 1967 North Glassell St. in Orange and soon at its new facility at 830 Williamson Avenue in Fullerton.
All of the soup bases, coffees, teas and smoothies are made from natural ingredients and do not contain any preservatives.  The company is organic certified, Kosher certified, produces its products using local suppliers, and is an approved vendor for Costco and Sysco.  

Nguyen, who started the family-owned operation in 2002, has worked his entire career in the food industry.  He began his career in 1987 working for a spices/herbs company in Long Beach, CA and in 1993 started working at Farmer Brothers Co., a coffee and food service company based in California, where Nguyen was responsible for overseeing Research and Development of spices, seasonings, teas, beverage bases and later as General Manager of the coffee and tea operation.  Nguyen developed a Vietnamese soup base in paste form in various flavors including chicken, beef, pork, and vegetarian, more specifically for the broth for Phở.  Phở is a Vietnamese noodle soup consisting of broth, rice noodles and a few herbs and meat.  After working at Farmer Brothers Co. for 17 years, Nguyen along with his family members established Quoc Viet Foods, which has been operating since then under his leadership.  His wife, Theresa Huong Nguyen, who worked in the fashion industry at Chanel prior to establishing the business, serves as the corporation’s secretary and is responsible for marketing and public relations.

The company’s customers mainly consist of large national food distributors such as Amazon.com, 99 Ranch Market, TNT Supermarket (Canada), Costco, Sysco and Rhee Bros, Inc., to name a few.  Quoc Viet Foods has approximately 4,000 active accounts mainly consisting of restaurants and market owners in the US. The company also ships products to Canada, EU Countries, Hong Kong (China) and Vietnam.  

Both Nguyen and his wife are active in the community through monthly fund raising for churches, Catholic schools and non-profit organizations throughout Orange County and the US.  Quoc Viet donated phở and coffee for the Asian Business Expo in 2013 and the Korean American Chamber of Commerce in 2013 and 2014.  Tuan Nguyen is a member of the Board of Directors for the Orange Chamber of Commerce and President of the Vietnamese Catholic Marriage and Family Enrichment Program, Orange County Chapter.  The company and business owner are a recipient of other awards, including ‘Best of Orange’ in Seasonings, Sauces and Extracts for the past five years; 2013 Family-Owned Business of the Year, Orange County Business Journal; and was previously nominated as a Small Business Person of the Year by Senator Lou Correa in 2013.

Quoc Viet Foods received an SBA 7(a) loan in December 2014 in the amount of $900,000 and an SBA 7(a) loan in November 2015 in the amount of $1,340,000.  The latter, which was provided by Uniti Bank, was used to purchase commercial real estate and expand the production line at its Fullerton facility.

Tuan Nguyen will be recognized and receive his award as a Finalist, 2016 Small Business Person of the Year at the local Small Business Week Awards program which will be held Tuesday, May 3 from 10:30 a.m. until approximately 2 p.m. at the Disneyland Hotel Grand Ballroom.  The event is being hosted by the Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  For more information on the event or to register, email events@ochcc.com or call 714.953.4289.

About Small Business Week

Every year since 1963, the President of the United States has issued a proclamation announcing National Small Business Week, which recognizes the critical contributions of America’s entrepreneurs and small business owners.  More than half of Americans either own or work for a small business, and they create about two out of every three new jobs in the U.S. each year.  As part of National Small Business Week, the agency takes the opportunity to highlight the impact of outstanding entrepreneurs, small business owners and others at local events around the country.  Every day, these individuals are working to grow small businesses, create 21st century jobs, drive innovation, and increase America’s global competitiveness.  For more information, please visit www.sba.gov/nsbw/nsbw.  
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