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SBA recognizes their 2019 Emerging Leaders Graduates  

MANCHESTER – U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) NH District Office recognized eight 
New Hampshire entrepreneurs in an award ceremony at the Derryfield Country Club in Manchester as 
part of their annual meeting this morning. The group was congratulated for their completion of a 
seven-month executive education series focusing on the future growth of their small businesses.  

Emerging Leaders is the only federal training specifically tailored for small business executives 
poised for growth. The free program includes approximately 100 hours of classroom time, connects 
small business owners with a network of industry experts and peers, and concludes with the creation 
of a three-year strategic growth action plan.   

Eric Spieth, executive director of the Enterprise Center in Plymouth, was the instructor for this 
course developed by Interise, a non-profit education provider and network builder located in Boston.   
The curriculum stimulates and supports the expansion of a business through exploring new markets, 
increasing revenues and/or increasing capacity.  This combination provides the students with the 
organizational structure, resource network, and assistance and feedback needed to build a 
sustainable business growth plan that they can put into action. 

 “We had a very engaged group of business owners that were committed to investing this time in both 
themselves and their businesses in order to get to the next level of growth.  Congratulations to each of 
them for taking the time to work on their business while stepping away from working in their 
business” said Greta Johansson, New Hampshire SBA District Director.  

The members of the class come from nearly every corner of the state and represent various 
industries including an inn and restaurant, a general contractor, a travel agency, a marketing media 
firm, and elevator/lift contractor, an IT service firm, an investment advisor, and a property 
management firm. 

To be considered, each entrepreneur’s business must have annual revenues of $400,000 or 
more, been in business for at least three years, and have employees.   Visit 
www.sba.gov/emergingleaders for more information. 

Emerging Leaders is funded by the U.S. Small Business Administration. The NH program was 
also sponsored by TD Bank, Enterprise Bank & Trust, and Franklin Savings Bank. 
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2019 Graduates include: 
 
Peggy Ames, President of Ames Farm Inn – Gilford 
Rebecca Brown, COO of Swan Contracting - Peterborough 
Hsiu Chang, Owner of Formosa Investments - Manchester 
Stephanie Daniels, Owner of Leaps and Bounds Travel – Nashua 
Allan Guilbeault, Managing partner of LGA Media Group – Lincoln 
Jeff Lavoie, Owner of All-Ways Accessible, Inc. – Concord 
Matt Mercier, Founder of Acapella Technologies, LLC - Manchester 
Sonia Prince, Division leader with Primerica – Manchester    
 

 
 
(left to right:  Hsiu Chang, Sonia Prince, Allan Guilbeault, Jeff Lavoie, Peggy Ames,  
Rebecca Brown, Eric Spieth, Matt Mercier, not pictured Stephanie Daniels)   
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About the U.S. Small Business Administration 
The U.S. Small Business Administration makes the American dream of business ownership a reality. As 
the only go-to resource and voice for small businesses backed by the strength of the federal 
government, the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business owners with the resources and 
support they need to start and grow their businesses. It delivers services to people through an 
extensive network of SBA field offices and partnerships with public and private organizations. To learn 
more, visit www.sba.gov. 
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