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   Your Voice for Small Business  
 
By SBA Region IV Administrator Ashley D. Bell 

 

 
As I travel the Southeast and visit with entrepreneurs from every stage of the business lifecycle, 

I have gained an understanding of the challenges as well as successes of small business 

owners. We have a lot of successes to celebrate at the SBA and we also see where a lot of 

work is needed to help small businesses thrive for generations to come. We have backed over 

$5 billion each year in SBA-backed loans, we have counseled nearly 300,000 entrepreneurs 

year over year, and we have witnessed small businesses in Region 4 receive nearly $18 billion 

in federal contracts in 2018.  

Given these wins for small business, I would like to present some top priorities for me that are a 

focus right now for small businesses across this region. I feel these Initiatives will help even 

more entrepreneurs succeed in today’s thriving economy. 

Rural Strong:   

Rural Strong has taken the Southeast by force. The district offices located in the Southeastern 

Region have held over 20 Rural Strong events in partnership with USDA Rural Development 

and 12 more events are planned before September 30th. These rural outreach events developed 

through the SBA district offices focus on access to capital in rural communities by increasing the 

number of SBA-guaranteed loans made to rural small businesses and in HUBZones by 5%. The 

districts are committed to increasing the number of SBA lenders in rural areas and to expand 

use of the Lender Match online tool. Attendees of Rural Strong events are introduced to tools 

available from SBA and USDA to help rural businesses regardless of where they fall in the 

business lifecycle. Stay tuned for upcoming events on district calendars (www.sba.gov) and 

follow on Twitter #RuralStrong.  

Drive 8(a): 

Drive 8(a) has become part of the culture of each SBA district office located in Region 4. $2.2 

billion has been awarded to 8(a) firms located in the region in 2018. In order to assure continued 

growth in set-aside federal dollars for 8(a) firms, each district has developed an active 8(a) 

Steering Committee comprised of public and private leaders to help lead the initiative in each 

respective state. The committee is tasked with two priorities: one is to recruit small businesses 

into the SBA’s 8(a) Business Development Program (a 9-year program to support their 

development and growth, and assist small businesses in securing 8(a) set-aside federal 

contracts). The second priority is to assist 8(a) firms who are nearing their graduation date to 

continue to succeed as they exit the program with the expectation of being able to compete in 

the open marketplace. As part of the success of the initiative, seasoned 8(a) firms are 

encouraged to join with younger 8(a) firms and take on a mentorship role to these firms to assist 

them in seeking continued success. A complete list of Drive 8(a) Steering Committee members 

may be found here.  

 

 

http://www.sba.gov/
https://www.sba.gov/offices/regional/iv/resources/1644877
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Opportunity Zones/HUBZones: 

In June 2018, more than 8,700 communities in 50 states, the District of Columbia, and five 

territories were certified by the Secretary of the U.S. Treasury as Qualified Opportunity Zones. 

Nearly 35 million Americans live in them and they are nearly evenly split between urban (40%) 

and rural (38%) zip codes with the remaining in suburban areas. And, nearly 300 contain Native 

American lands. On average, the median family income in an Opportunity Zone is 37% below 

the state median. The anticipated $100 billion in private investment will drive economic growth 

and corresponding public sector support will ensure a strong foundation for the capital that is, 

and will be, infused into revitalizing these left behind communities.  

SBA is directly involved in the Opportunity Zone Initiative as it affects small businesses nation-

wide and it is our intent to educate entrepreneurs on how to take advantage of the zones. Small 

businesses looking to start or expand can take advantage of the SBA’s free and low-cost 

business mentoring and training for guidance. SBA-backed lending could provide them access 

to capital to tap into the community’s anticipated growth. Small businesses also could potentially 

benefit as contractors on various Opportunity Zone development projects. Additional private 

capital for Opportunity Zones can be augmented by the SBA via a Small Business Investment 

Company, a privately-owned and managed investment fund designed to make equity and debt 

investments in qualifying small businesses. Lastly, many of the Opportunity Zones overlap with 

HUBZones. 8(a) firms that are nearing graduation may have the opportunity to move into a 

designated Opportunity Zone/HUBZone and they can continue to receive set-aside federal 

contracts for continued growth and success. For more information on Opportunity Zones, 

HUBZones and upcoming events, please contact your local SBA district office here.  

 

HBCU Entrepreneurship Summits: 

SBA district offices located in Region IV are partnering with Historically Black Colleges and 

Universities (HBCU’s) to host HBCU Entrepreneurship Summits this Summer. These 

colleges/universities reside in a designated HUBZone and often also an Opportunity Zone. The 

focus of these Summits is geared towards the students and educating them on 

entrepreneurship and how the SBA may help power their entrepreneurial dreams. The Summits 

will also include a HUBZone tract where HUBZone firms will be invited to participate with real 

job openings allowing them to meet with students seeking part time or full-time employment. For 

information on upcoming Summits at a HBCU near you, please contact your SBA district office 

here.  

 

I hope you find these Initiatives beneficial. The SBA team is dedicated to serving America’s 

entrepreneurs every day and we look forward to your continued growth and success. Follow us 

on Twitter @SBASoutheast for the most updated information. 

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance

