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Brian Gomez, President and CEO of GreenFruit Avocados  

Selected as 2018 Region IX Young Entrepreneur of the Year 

 
SBA’s loan programs helped the business expand as the world fell in love with the avocado 

 
SANTA ANA, Calif.  – The U.S. Small Business Administration, Orange County / Inland Empire District Office has 

selected Brian Gomez, President and CEO of GreenFruit Avocados, LLC to be recognized as the 2018 Young 

Entrepreneur of the Year.  In addition to competing against nominees from across the Orange County / Inland Empire  

District, which covers the Southern California counties of Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino, the company also 

secured the Region IX Young Entrepreneur of the Year honors, representing the states of California, Arizona, Nevada, 

Hawaii and the territory of Guam in the National Small Business Week competition. Gomez was nominated for the award 

by Diego Jaramillo, Vice President, Relationship Manager at JP Morgan Chase.   

 

Brian Gomez started working in the avocado business at the young age of 22 where he discovered a deep passion for the 

produce industry.  While working and building relationships with customers and growers, he subsequently took a position 

with a much larger company selling avocados in the Asian and European markets.  After feeling he had mastered his 

position, Gomez felt the calling to start his own company in 2015, GreenFruit Avocados, LLC and partnered with Tony 

Bucio of T & L Produce which added extensive expertise and experience to the company.   

 

Southern California is very familiar with the popularity of avocados, its health benefits as a superfood and as an essential 

ingredient to local cuisine.  Nationally, the fruit is beloved in guacamole especially during Super Bowl and other major 

sporting events.  Along with the growing global avocado consumption the company saw a need to expand the business.  In 

2017 it utilized two of SBA’s loan programs by using the 504 loan program to purchase a building and used the 7(a) 

flagship loan program to purchase additional equipment.  This enabled GreenFruit Avocados to offer ripening and cold 

storage services to their grocery stores, restaurants and other clients which eliminated the expense of outsourcing and 

transporting inventory.  

 

In just three years, Gomez’s commitment to building and strengthening his company and his support of the local economy 

through job creation has generated the climate for his business to grow year over year. He maintains an excellent 

reputation among his peers, partners, clients, community and employees and believes that staying positive, being humble, 

maintaining focus, empowering his team and being honest and transparent are keys to his business success. 

 

Brian Gomez will be recognized and receive his award as the 2018 Young Entrepreneur of the Year at the local Small 

Business Week Awards program to be held Friday, May 11 from 10:30 a.m. until approximately 2 p.m. at the Disneyland 

Hotel Grand Ballroom.  The event is being hosted by the Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  For more 

information on the event or to register, email events@ochcc.com or call (949) 891-1464. 
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About the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created in 1953 and is a Cabinet-level agency of the federal 

government to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests of small business concerns, to preserve free competitive 

enterprise and to maintain and strengthen the overall economy of our nation.  The SBA helps Americans start, build and 

grow businesses, and recover from disasters.  Through an extensive network of field offices and partnerships with public 

and private organizations, the SBA delivers its services to people throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands and Guam. To learn more about SBA, visit www.sba.gov. 

About the Orange County / Inland Empire District Office  

The Orange County / Inland Empire District Office, under the leadership and vision of J. Adalberto Quijada, District 

Director, is responsible for the delivery of SBA programs and services in the Southern California counties of Orange, 

Riverside, and San Bernardino.  Located in Santa Ana near John Wayne Airport, the office and its staff facilitate 

understanding and access to SBA loan programs; coordinate and conduct hundreds of training sessions and special events 

annually such as matchmaking forums and loan workshops; and manage a portfolio of more than 100 businesses enrolled 

in the agency’s 8(a) business development program.     
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