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City of Moreno Valley to Receive Community Excellence Award from SBA  

 
City excels in support of economic development, business growth and retention, 

 job growth and access to resources 

 
SANTA ANA, Calif.  – The U.S. Small Business Administration, Orange County / Inland Empire District Office 

(OCIEDO) has selected the City of Moreno Valley Economic Development Department to be honored with the 2018 

Community Excellence Award.  This award recognizes the creation of an environment conducive to business growth, 

business retention and significant support for economic development and job growth.  

 

The City of Moreno Valley’s primary areas for business development are focused on business attraction, business 

retention and workforce development with the ultimate goal of creating jobs.  Their long term community vision of 

implementing programs for small businesses centers on engaging city leaders to invest in the community, joining forces 

with community partners and business leaders. “Small business owners have the creativity, the resourcefulness, and the 

courage to transform an idea into a livelihood.” said Moreno Valley Mayor Yxstian Gutierrez.  “We recognized that we as 

a City could help small businesses succeed by ensuring owners had convenient access to vital resources and ongoing 

support. From barber shops to inventive food concepts - small businesses are thriving here in Moreno Valley.” 

 

Three of SBA’s funded resource partners Inland Empire SCORE, the Inland Empire Women’s Business Center and the 

Inland Empire Small Business Development Center work with the city to provide workshops and no-cost counseling and 

mentoring to the business community. Two Chambers of Commerce, three colleges and universities, California GO-BIZ 

and the Riverside County Workforce Development Center work hand-in-hand with the City to support, educate, and 

partner to deliver programs and resources.  Working together is essential in mapping out current and future business 

needs, innovative programs and building a strategy to develop the necessary workforce to meet those demands.   

 

All business workshops were recently consolidated to the Moreno Valley Employment Resource Center (ERC) allowing 

for increased interaction between the community and local businesses.  Other business development programs such as 

Hire MoVal incentivize businesses to hire locally and hire local graduates.  The Moreno Valley ERC provides small and 

large businesses a free location to connect with local talent through job fairs and recruitment events.  Business visits from 

the City and the community hand deliver resource information and talk with the business owners to better understand their 

needs.  A Business Roundtable held five times a year provides an opportunity for the local business owners to interact 

directly with a City Council member, discuss concerns, network and receive economic development updates. These 

efforts so far have led to an expansion of workshop attendance, created 14,000 jobs and they have seen hundreds of 

businesses from small to large and everything in-between set up shop in Moreno Valley over the last few years.  The 

Economic Development Department is especially proud of three hotels under construction, two hospital expansions and 

over six million square feet of new industrial business developments under construction. At the heart of their economic 

development efforts, the City of Moreno Valley Economic Development Department understands that job creation, local 

people supporting their families and participating in a healthy and robust local economy lead to a better quality of life for 

the community of Moreno Valley. 

https://twitter.com/SBA_Pacific
http://www.facebook.com/sbagov
http://www.sba.gov/blog


 

The City of Moreno Valley Economic Development team will be recognized and receive their award for the 2018 

Community Excellence Award at the local Small Business Week Awards program to be held Friday, May 11 from 10:30 

a.m. until approximately 2 p.m. at the Disneyland Hotel Grand Ballroom.  The event is being hosted by the Orange 

County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  For more information on the event or to register, go to www.sbaawardsoc.com,   

email events@ochcc.com  or call (949) 891-1464. 

 

 

### 
 

 

About the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created in 1953 and is a Cabinet-level agency of the federal 

government to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests of small business concerns, to preserve free competitive 

enterprise and to maintain and strengthen the overall economy of our nation.  The SBA helps Americans start, build and 

grow businesses, and recover from disasters.  Through an extensive network of field offices and partnerships with public 

and private organizations, the SBA delivers its services to people throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands and Guam. To learn more about SBA, visit www.sba.gov. 

About the Orange County / Inland Empire District Office  

The Orange County / Inland Empire District Office, under the leadership and vision of J. Adalberto Quijada, District 

Director, is responsible for the delivery of SBA programs and services in the Southern California counties of Orange, 

Riverside, and San Bernardino.  Located in Santa Ana near John Wayne Airport, the office and its staff facilitate 

understanding and access to SBA loan programs; coordinate and conduct hundreds of training sessions and special events 

annually such as matchmaking forums and loan workshops; and manage a portfolio of more than 100 businesses enrolled 

in the agency’s 8(a) business development program.     
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