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Rural Strong-Georgia is coming soon to an area near you - designed specifically for Georgia 
entrepreneurs by the SBA and USDA.  Rural Strong is a comprehensive initiative comprised with 

specific programming to rural economic development needs.   

 

The executive leadership of the (SBA) and (USDA) recently developed a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) designed to focus on the rural business and agriculture economies through effective program 

delivery and increased access to capital.  Ashley D. Bell, SBA Regional Administrator, and Joyce 

White, USDA Rural Development, Georgia State Director, have collaborated efforts and created Rural 
Strong-Georgia, in an effort to take the MOA a step further in Georgia, bringing rural entrepreneurs 

the tools and resources they need to succeed for generations to come.  

 
The Rural Strong-Georgia kick-off event will be held at Jaemor Farms in Alto, Ga on July 25, 
2018, open to all entrepreneurs from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm:  http://ow.ly/EP6i30kAuhH.  We are 
proud to have our resource partners such as the Small Business Development Center, SCORE, 
The Women’s Business Center, Microlenders, and many more at this event. 
 

“We are honored to work with USDA across rural Georgia to seek innovative methods to bring more 

private and public capital and investment opportunities in to the rural communities allowing for 
strategic growth over time,” says Ashley D. Bell, SBA Regional Administrator. “We are working with 

local governments, chambers and community organizations to reach as many aspiring and existing 

entrepreneurs as possible to help educate rural areas on the many ways that SBA and USDA may 
assist them in starting and growing their small businesses.  Whether it is through working with a 

local lender or business counseling, exporting, or government contracting, we can assist 

entrepreneurs through any stage of their business cycle.” 
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“USDA Rural Development has a proven track record of helping our citizens who live outside of the 
metro areas. We know rural Georgia!  We have the tools and resources to help these communities 

achieve the same quality of life as those citizens living in the metropolitan areas” said Joyce White, 

USDA Rural Development Georgia State Director. “We have and continue to work tirelessly to 

provide access to good healthcare, to strong schools, to public safety and to broadband. We want 
these citizens to enjoy strong community services, affordable and safe housing, and the opportunity 

to build and lure businesses to their area so jobs are provided, and they too can provide for their 

families and enjoy a sense of prosperity and a strong quality of life. We are honored to work 

alongside the Small Business Administration to fortify efforts in strengthening rural Georgia.” 

 

The SBA and the USDA Rural Development will continue to collaborate across Georgia and visit rural 
areas bringing world-class resources and tools to the entrepreneurial communities aiding them in 

growth, creating sustainable markets, expanding their products and services by placing them into 

the federal market place, or helping to increase their client base to a global scale through exporting. 

Whatever the needs are of the rural small business, the SBA and USDA Rural Development stand by 
ready to assist.  

 

For more information on SBA’s programs and services, please visit www.sba.gov.  
For more information on USDA Rural Development’s Program’s and Services, please visit 

www.rd.usda.gov/.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

http://www.sba.gov/
http://www.rd.usda.gov/

