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Gary Smith to Receive 2018 SCORE Mentor of the Year Award 

 

Clients matter, small business matters and giving back matters 
 

 
SANTA ANA, Calif.  – The U.S. Small Business Administration, Orange County / Inland Empire District Office has 

selected Gary Smith as the 2018 SCORE Mentor of the Year. A mentor for four years, he has volunteered time to both 

new and experienced small business owners spanning clients in Orange, Los Angeles and Riverside Counties. Smith was 

nominated for the award by Orange County SCORE Mentor Bob Godlasky.  

 

SCORE is a volunteer organization and supported in part through the SBA.  SCORE mentors bring experience in a variety 

of different fields and Smith’s include finance, advertising, public relations and education where he advises small business 

owners on navigating such issues as setting up a business plan, financial planning, marketing and building clientele. 

 

Over the past four years Smith has volunteered to teach entrepreneurship at the California Men’s Correctional Facility in 

Norco and has led the SCORE team for the past two years.  SCORE leadership recognizes that workshop participation 

among the inmates has grown because of his guidance and passion to teach and provide support for the best outcomes in 

the prison re-entry field.   Smith’s long history of teaching finance and business courses at the college level has been 

invaluable in supporting SCORE’s practice of mentoring business students and student teams at various colleges and 

universities in Southern California and a powerful tool in giving students a competitive edge in pursuing entrepreneurship 

from a mentor with real world experience. 

 

If you were to ask Smith’s fellow SCORE mentors about him they would tell you he is quiet, never seeking recognition 

however he is tenacious and methodical in delivering SCORE’s mission and creating a positive impact for the 

organization.  His success is rooted in the belief that clients matter, small business matters and giving back matters.  

 

Gary Smith will be recognized and receive his award as the 2018 SCORE Mentor of the Year at the local Small Business 

Week Awards program to be held Friday, May 11 from 10:30 a.m. until approximately 2 p.m. at the Disneyland Hotel 

Grand Ballroom.  The event is being hosted by the Orange County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  For more 

information on the event or to register, email events@ochcc.com  or call (949) 891-1464. 
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About the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created in 1953 and is a Cabinet-level agency of the federal 

government to aid, counsel, assist and protect the interests of small business concerns, to preserve free competitive 

enterprise and to maintain and strengthen the overall economy of our nation.  The SBA helps Americans start, build and 

grow businesses, and recover from disasters.  Through an extensive network of field offices and partnerships with public 

and private organizations, the SBA delivers its services to people throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, the U.S. 

Virgin Islands and Guam. To learn more about SBA, visit www.sba.gov. 

About the Orange County / Inland Empire District Office  

The Orange County / Inland Empire District Office, under the leadership and vision of J. Adalberto Quijada, District 

Director, is responsible for the delivery of SBA programs and services in the Southern California counties of Orange, 

Riverside, and San Bernardino.  Located in Santa Ana near John Wayne Airport, the office and its staff facilitate 

understanding and access to SBA loan programs; coordinate and conduct hundreds of training sessions and special events 

annually such as matchmaking forums and loan workshops; and manage a portfolio of more than 100 businesses enrolled 

in the agency’s 8(a) business development program.     
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