November 9, 2006

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL
James J. Raggio, General Counsel
Office of the General Counsel
U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board
1331 F Street, NW, Suite 1000
Washington, DC 20004-1111
RE: Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility Guidelines for Large
Passenger Vessels; Reopening of comment period
Dear Mr. Raggio:
The U.S. Small Business Administration's (SBA) Office of Advocacy (Advocacy) is
pleased to submit the following comments on the Architectural and Transportation
Barriers Compliance Board’s (Access Board) draft revised Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA) Accessibility Guidelines for Passenger Vessels (ADA Guidelines).1
Office of Advocacy
Advocacy was established pursuant to Pub. L. 94-305 to represent the views of small
entities before federal agencies and Congress. Advocacy is an independent office within
SBA, so the views expressed by Advocacy do not necessarily reflect the views of the
SBA or the Administration. The Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA),2 as amended by the
Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA),3 gives small entities a
voice in the rulemaking process. For all rules that are expected to have a significant
economic impact on a substantial number of small entities, federal agencies are required
by the RFA to assess the impact of the proposed rule on small business and to consider
less burdensome alternatives.
On August 13, 2002, President Bush signed Executive Order 13272,4 which requires
federal agencies to notify Advocacy of any proposed rules that are expected to have a
significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities and to give every
appropriate consideration to any comments on a proposed or final rule submitted by
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Advocacy. Under E.O. 13272, the agency must include, in any explanation or discussion
accompanying publication in the Federal Register of a final rule, the agency's response to
any written comments submitted by Advocacy on the proposed rule.
The Access Board is placing the revised ADA Guidelines in the rulemaking docket in
order to develop an accurate picture of the potential costs and benefits of this rulemaking
for the passenger vessel industry. Advocacy recommends that the Access Board
carefully assess the impact of the ADA Guidelines on small businesses and consider
alternatives that would make the regulation less burdensome. Advocacy has spoken to
small business representatives in the passenger vessel industry, and their comments and
concerns are enumerated in this comment letter.
Background
In 1998, the Access Board established the Passenger Vessel Access Advisory Committee
(Advisory Committee) to develop recommendations on making passenger vessels
accessible under the Americans with Disabilities Act. Based on the final report of the
Advisory Committee in December 2000,5 the Access Board released draft guidelines
applicable to large passenger vessels in the Federal Register on November 26, 2004.
That version defined large vessels as passenger vessels which are permitted to carry more
than 150 passengers or more than 49 overnight passengers.6 At the same time, the
Access Board also published an advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) on
small passenger vessels. The ANPRM defined a small passenger vessel as one which
carried 150 or fewer passengers, or 49 or fewer overnight passengers.7
The Access Board published and requested public comment on a revised draft of
guidelines for large passenger vessels on July 7, 2006.8 This rulemaking defined large
vessels as passenger vessels which are permitted to carry more than 150 passengers or
more than 49 overnight passengers. However, this version included all ferries regardless
of size and passenger capacity, and certain tenders which carry more than 60 passengers.
The Access Board reopened the comment period for an additional 60 days.9
Majority of U.S. Passenger Vessel Operators are Small Businesses.
According to estimates by the Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Passenger
Vessel Association (PVA), there would be more than 900 vessels affected by the Access
Board’s ADA Guidelines. This estimate includes the 677 ferry vessels of all sizes cited
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in the DOT’s National Ferry Database of 1999-2000.10 The PVA also calculates that
there are approximately 225 additional “large” passenger vessels that are permitted to
carry more than 150 passengers included this rule.11
Using the Small Business Administration’s size standard of 500 employees12 and
estimates from the PVA,13 approximately 95 percent of these vessel owners are
considered small businesses. Therefore, the Access Board’s ADA Guidelines will affect
small businesses almost entirely.
Small Entities’ Concerns Regarding the ADA Guidelines.
Advocacy has spoken to small business representatives regarding this rule, who raised a
number of comments and concerns with the proposed ADA Guidelines; these concerns
are reflected in the issues below14:
1. When the Access Board issued its first version of the draft ADA Guidelines in
2004, it stated that this regulation would apply only to “large” passenger vessels
carrying more than 150 passengers or more than 49 overnight passengers.15 Small
entities support this demarcation between large and small vessels, because it
follows the standard Coast Guard’s regulations that require vessels authorized to
carry more than 150 passengers to have a wide range of additional safety and
manning standards.16 Advocacy recommends that Access Board try to make the
ADA Guidelines as consistent as possible with the Coast Guard’s existing
regulatory framework, rather than create a separate framework for accessibility.
2. Small businesses have also stressed the difficulty of applying a one-size-fits-all
accessibility standard for all passenger vessels. There are simply too many
differences between a cruise ship with a capacity of thousands of passengers and a
water taxi with a capacity of a few dozen passengers to impose the same standards
on each. Due to the size constraints of smaller vessels carrying 150 or fewer
passengers, there are issues relating to safety, cost, competing regulations, and
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overall structural feasibility.
3. Another concern for small entities is the inclusion of all ferries regardless of size
in the 2006 version of the draft ADA Guidelines. The 2004 version of these draft
ADA Guidelines would have only included ferries which are permitted to carry
more than 150 passengers, or more than 49 overnight passengers.17 According to
the PVA, this 2006 version of the ADA Guidelines would include between 350400 ferries which are permitted to carry less than 150 passengers.18 This
expanded scope frustrates the Coast Guard’s framework, which allows less
burdensome requirements for small vessels. Creating the required level of
accessibility would also be difficult, expensive, and in some cases structurally
impossible in these smaller vessels.
4. Small business representatives noted that the definition of “alteration” in the ADA
Guidelines is critical for small entities operating existing passenger vessels.
Typically, accessibility guidelines developed by the Access Board and
implemented by agencies apply prospectively to new facilities and also when a
pre-existing facility is altered. The PVA believes that it is essential for the Access
Board to retain the same concepts of alterations for the passenger vessel industry
as exist for other facilities and transportation entities; and not create a more
stringent “alteration” duty for operators of passenger vessels.19
5. The Department of Transportation has been the only federal body to issue
regulations making Access Board accessibility guidelines enforceable for other
transportation modes. Small entities stressed that the Coast Guard, a new agency
within the Department of Homeland Security, should be involved in this
regulatory process, since this entity is the federal agency with regulatory oversight
of the U.S. flagged passenger vessel industry.
Regulatory Flexibility Act Determinations
The RFA requires federal agencies to analyze the impact of their regulations on small
entities and to consider less burdensome alternatives. If a proposed rule is expected to
have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities, the agency
must prepare an initial regulatory flexibility analysis (IRFA) and publish it in the Federal
Register for public comment.20 The Access Board has noted that the next step in its
regulatory process is completing a regulatory assessment and soliciting a public comment
on a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on passenger vessel accessibility guidelines.21
Advocacy looks forward to working with the Access Board and pertinent government
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agencies to ensure that future rulemaking on the ADA Guidelines comply with the
Regulatory Flexibility Act.
The Access Board should carefully assess the impact of adopting the ADA Guidelines as
proposed, and consider the comments it receives in comment letters from small business
on the potential cost to implement the ADA Guidelines. Advocacy also suggests that the
Access Board include small businesses in its cost case studies, and analyze the costs of
new construction and alterations required by the ADA Guidelines to these entities.
Advocacy also recommends that the Access Board consider the less burdensome
regulatory alternatives recommended by small businesses in the comment period.
Advocacy would be pleased to assist the Access Board to determine how this rule would
impact small business.
Conclusion
Advocacy is pleased to forward the comments and concerns of small businesses in the
passenger vessel industry. Please feel free to contact me or Janis Reyes at (202) 6190312 (Janis.Reyes@sba.gov) if you have any questions or require additional information.
Sincerely,

Thomas M. Sullivan
Chief Counsel for Advocacy

Janis C. Reyes
Assistant Chief Counsel for Advocacy

cc:

The Honorable Wan J. Kim, Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, U.S.
Department of Justice
Steven D. Aitken, Acting Administrator, Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs
Neil R. Eisner, Assistant General Counsel for Regulation and Enforcement, U.S.
Department of Transportation
Steve G. Venckus, Chief, Office of Regulations and Administrative Law, United States
Coast Guard
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