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SBA Administrator Announces Major Expansion to LINC
Online Tool that Matches Entrepreneurs and Lenders is
Now Available to All 7(a) Lenders Nationwide

WASHINGTON- Today, the head of the U.S. Small Business Administration Maria Contreras-
Sweet announced a major expansion to the recently launched online tool LINC —Leveraging
Information and Networks to Access Capital - a platform that matches entrepreneurs with SBA
lenders. Administrator Contreras-Sweet made the announcement during her keynote speech at
the National Government Guaranteed Lenders annual conference in San Antonio, Texas, while
on her nationwide tour for National Small Business Week, May 4-8.

“Effective today, all SBA lenders can participate in LINC, a platform that is bringing
entrepreneurs and SBA lenders together to increase access to capital. There's a hunger among
entrepreneurs to find financing to get their business off the ground or take the next big step in
their expansion plan. The SBA stands there ready to help them, now with a few simple clicks,”
said Contreras-Sweet.

LINC was originally launched last February as a pilot program and was available only to
nonprofit lenders. The LINC matchmaking tool is now available to all 7(a) lenders nationwide,
which constitutes a huge step toward giving small business entrepreneurs access to essential
sources of capital in all 50 states and the U.S. territories.

“Since we launched this program in February, close to 14,000 matches have been made, and |
have personally heard about the great success both our lenders and our entrepreneurs are having
with LINC. If you have a bankable business idea backed by good credit and sound financial
planning, the SBA is streamlining the process for you to get the capital you need,” said
Contreras-Sweet.

Lenders may sign up for LINC electronically or email LINC@sba.gov with questions.

Each year since 1963, the president of the United States has issued a proclamation calling for the
celebration of National Small Business Week. This year, National Small Business Week will be
recognized from May 4-8 with national events planned in Miami/Boca Raton, Los Angeles, San
Antonio, New York and Washington, D.C.
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Events throughout the week will be live-streamed on SBA’s website at www.sba.gov/nsbw.
Make sure to check in during the event for live social media engagement, using the hashtag
#DreamSmallBiz. For more information on the national events please visit: www.sba.gov/nsbw.
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Small Business Week 2015 sponsors include: Chase, Microsoft, Colonial Life, Office Depot, yp,

ADP, Visa, PayPal, The University of Texas at San Antonio, Facebook, National Association of

Government Guaranteed Lenders, CT Corporation, Sam’s Club, Como, Indeed, Manta, Marriott,
Raytheon.

Cosponsorship Authorization # SBW 2015. SBA’s participation in this cosponsored activity is
not an endorsement of the views, opinions, products or services of any Cosponsor or other
person or entity. All SBA/SCORE programs and services are extended to the public on a
nondiscriminatory basis. Reasonable arrangements for persons with disabilities will be made if
requested at least two weeks in advance. Contact: smallbusinessweek@sba.gov. SCORE is
partially funded by SBA Cooperative Agreement No. SBAHQ-14-S-0001.
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