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SBA Programs Inject Over $9 Billion Into Houston-Area Businesses in 

Fiscal Year 2021 

Over $36 million a day helped elevate businesses in Houston and surrounding areas, 
accounting for roughly 30 percent of small businesses in the district  

HOUSTON, TX – Houston’s entrepreneurial ecosystem remained remarkedly resilient this year 
despite the ongoing economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Over $9 billion in U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA) lending occurred in the Houston District, which covers 
32 counties of Southeast Texas. More than 213,000 loans were approved for businesses in the 
district.  

Traditional lending in Houston included the following totals:  

• 7(a) Loan Program: 1,272 loans for $1,315,808,600 
• 504 Loan Program: 94 loans for $106,838,000 
• Microloan Program: 45 loans for $745,369 
• Surety Bond Program: 152 Surety Bonds for $106,221,172 

In addition to traditional SBA lending programs, SBA Covid-relief programs were essential to 
the recovery of small businesses in the district. Over 211,000 loans were approved through 
the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for more than $7 billion. The average PPP loan in the 
district was $37,410. The Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program has disbursed over 
$24 billion in Texas as of October 21st, and the EIDL program continues to accept applications 
until December 31, 2021.    

Over 155 lenders approved loans under the SBA 7(a) program, which is the SBA’s primary 
program for providing financial assistance to small businesses. The top industries to receive 
funding through the program include gasoline stations, hotels, restaurants, and child day 
care services.  

http://www.twitter.com/SBA_Houston
http://www.facebook.com/sbagov
https://www.instagram.com/sbagov/


 
 

 

Top 7(a) Lenders in Houston District by dollar amount:  

Lender Dollars Units 
Wallis Bank $147,244,400 78 
Live Oak Banking Company $88,896,600 48 
Plains State Bank $63,901,300 31 
Frost Bank $50,623,200 45 
The MINT National Bank $42,336,000 19 
Veritex Community Bank $41,809,100 27 
Allegiance Bank $41,487,200 35 

 

Top 7(a) lenders in Houston District by number of units: 

Lender Dollars Units 
Wallis Bank $147,244,400 78 
Wells Fargo Bank $20,265,900 70 
United Midwest Savings Bank $19,392,000 69 
BBVA USA $23,775,000 58 
Live Oak Banking Company $88,896,600 48 
Frost Bank $50,623,200 45 
Cadence Bank $22,842,700 41 

 

Over the last year, the staff in the Houston District Office have hosted over 720 webinars, 
reaching more than 28,600 individuals via online engagements. The webinars highlighted 
various topics, including access to capital, federal contracting, PPP forgiveness, EIDL 
guidance, and many more events that helped connect entrepreneurs to the information they 
needed to succeed in business. Businesses are encouraged to connect with SBA Resource 
Partners for free business advising and additional guidance on SBA programs, including 
SCORE Houston, the Texas Gulf Coast Small Business Development Center network, WBEA-
Women’s Business Center, and the Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of Commerce 
Women’s Business Center. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

### 

About the U.S. Small Business Administration 

The U.S. Small Business Administration makes the American dream of business ownership a 
reality. As the only go-to resource and voice for small businesses backed by the strength of 
the federal government, the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business owners with 
the resources and support they need to start, grow, or expand their businesses, or recover 
from a declared disaster. It delivers services through an extensive network of SBA field offices 
and partnerships with public and private organizations. To learn more visit www.sba.gov. 

http://www.sba.gov/

