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Lacey Cabinet Designer Named 2018 SBA Seattle District
Encore Entrepreneur of the Year
Owners Ross and Trivonna Irwin of Cabinets by Trivonna Take Top Honors,
Celebration to Recognize All Seattle District SBA Award Winners May 3
SEATTLE – The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 2018 Seattle District Encore Entrepreneur of the
Year is Ross and Trivonna Irwin, resident and vice president, of Cabinets by Trivonna in Lacey,
Washington. Founded in 2006, Cabinets by Trivonna custom designs kitchens and other cabinet-based
needs for home-owners and contractors within the state of Washington and Northern Oregon.
The local cabinet designer not only opened a business that survived through the Great Recession, but
thrived by filling an industry niche focusing solely on product design and not production. They now
employ four full-time designers and refer all their actual construction work out to other local contractors;
creating more local work and profit.
“The work they do in designing these cabinets and kitchens is amazing in itself,” SBA Seattle District
Director Kerrie Hurd said. “But their commitment to keep the actual construction work local is also vital.
The more success they have the more success the community has; that’s what makes a business
community thrive.”
The SBA Encore Entrepreneur of the Year award – part of National Small Business Week April 29-May 5,
2018 – recognizes small business owners who started a business after the age of 50 and who demonstrate
staying power and substantiated history as an established business with at least three years of business
operation. Winners must also show growth in net worth and business expansion, increase in jobs and
sales, innovativeness of products or services, response to adversity and contributions to communityoriented projects.
“We started the business when I was 59 and Trivanna was 55, at the start of a recession it turned out,”
Ross said. “We made it through by not just putting our customers first, but by truly getting to know them
and their families and designing a product truly meant to fit their needs.”
Ross said they don’t let a customer buy a product without fully explaining what it is they are buying. They
work with customers and contractors to be able to design a product within one-quarter of an inch to

specifications and only refer contractors that put the customer as front and center as they do; because,
Ross says, the relationship and trust of the customer is what matters most.
“National Small Business Week is a time to recognize the impact of small businesses in the Pacific
Northwest by sharing their inspirational stories of success, resilience and determination,” SBA
Regional Administrator Jeremy Field said. “It’s my honor to celebrate the entrepreneurs who use
innovation to solve problems, create jobs and make a difference in our local communities.”
A celebration honoring local SBA winners from Washington state and the SBA Seattle District – which
serves the state of Washington and northern Idaho – will be May 3, 2018. Other SBA local awards that will
be recognized at the celebration include the Small Business Person of the Year, Exporter of the Year,
Encore Entrepreneur of the Year, Family-Owned Small Business of the Year, Millennial Entrepreneur of the
Year, Veteran-Owned Small Business of the Year and Small Business Champion of the Year.
Each year since 1963, the President has issued a proclamation calling for the celebration of National
Small Business Week. SBA recognizes outstanding small business owners for their personal successes
and contributions to our nation.
For more information about National Small Business Week, visit www.sba.gov/nsbw.
About the U.S. Small Business Administration
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created in 1953 and since January 13, 2012 has
served as a Cabinet-level agency of the federal government to aid, counsel, assist and protect the
interests of small business concerns, to preserve free competitive enterprise and to maintain and
strengthen the overall economy of our nation. The SBA helps Americans start, build and grow
businesses. Through an extensive network of field offices and partnerships with public and private
organizations, the SBA delivers its services to people throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, the
U.S. Virgin Islands and Guam. For more information visit www.sba.gov.
About the SBA Seattle District Office:
The SBA Seattle District serves the state of Washington and northern Idaho with locations in Seattle
and Spokane, Washington. SBA Seattle District staff provides resources and services in three areas
referred to as “the three C’s” – counseling, capital and contracting. Visit www.sba.gov/wa or follow
@SBASeattle for more information including resource partners, lenders, workshops, success stories
and other resources to help business start, grow and succeed.
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