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Edmonds Business Advisor Named 2018 SBA Seattle 

District Small Business Champion of the Year 

 Mary Marshall To Be Honored at Celebration  
for All Local SBA Award Winners May 3  

 
SEATTLE – The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) 2018 SBA Seattle District Small Business 

Champion of the Year is Mary Marshall, Executive Coach and Business Advisor. 
 
Marshall has worked with and for small business owners for more than 25 years committing herself to 

their success.  
 

In addition to running her own successful small business Marshall Advisors, LLC as the founder and 

principal, Marshall has been the lead instructor for the Seattle SBA Emerging Leaders course for the past 
five years. As part of teaching SBA Emerging Leaders, she offers her coaching services pro bono to many 
of the 90+ entrepreneurs who have taken the class since 2012.  

 
Marshall is also a member of Women Impacting Public Policy (WIPP) through which she has advocated 

for legislation to help small minority-owned and women-owned businesses since 2005.  
 

“Mary has been an incredible asset to the SBA Emerging Leaders program and the entrepreneurs she 

guides through the intensive seven-month executive education course during the past five years,” SBA 
Seattle District Director Kerrie Hurd said. “Her passion, experience and wisdom shine through all of her 

interactions as she equips entrepreneurs with the tools to grow their businesses strategically. As these 
businesses grow and create jobs, the impact which she has on the local economy is exponential.” 

 

The SBA Small Business Champion award – part of National Small Business Week April 29-May 5, 2018 – is 
awarded to those who advocate and promote small business above and beyond the call of their 
professional duties and responsibilities.  

 

“I’m incredibly honored,” Marshall said. “The focus should be on entrepreneurs, they’re the backbone of 
our economy and society and it’s an honor serve them. I’ve been working with entrepreneurs for over 25 
years and the SBA Emerging Leaders program is probably the most impactful way that I have to make a 

difference.” 
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Marshall’s work as an instructor with the SBA Emerging Leaders program has become well known for its 
delivery and impact. She is frequently flown to other Emerging Leaders programs across the country to 

teach the other instructors how to deliver the course content effectively.  

 
Marshall also acts as a small business champion in her community of Edmonds where she advocated to 

start Small Business Saturday in 2009. 
 

“National Small Business Week is a time to recognize the impact of small businesses in the Pacific 
Northwest by sharing their inspirational stories of success, resilience and determination,” SBA 
Regional Administrator Jeremy Field said. “It’s my honor to celebrate the entrepreneurs who use 

innovation to solve problems, create jobs and make a difference in our local communities.” 

A celebration honoring local SBA winners from Washington state and the SBA Seattle District – which 

serves the state of Washington and northern Idaho – will be May 3, 2018. Other SBA local awards that will 
be recognized at the celebration include Small Business Person of the Year, Small Business Exporter of 

the Year, Encore Entrepreneur of the Year, Family-Owned Small Business of the Year, Millennial 
Entrepreneur of the Year and Veteran-Owned Small Business of the Year. 

 
Each year since 1963, the President has issued a proclamation calling for the celebration of National 

Small Business Week. SBA recognizes outstanding small business owners for their personal successes 
and contributions to our nation.  

 

For more information about National Small Business Week, visit www.sba.gov/nsbw.  

  
About the U.S. Small Business Administration 
The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) was created in 1953 and since January 13, 2012 has 

served as a Cabinet-level agency of the federal government to aid, counsel, assist and protect the 
interests of small business concerns, to preserve free competitive enterprise and to maintain and 

strengthen the overall economy of our nation.  The SBA helps Americans start, build and grow 

businesses.  Through an extensive network of field offices and partnerships with public and private 

organizations, the SBA delivers its services to people throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, the 
U.S. Virgin Islands and Guam. For more information visit www.sba.gov.  

 
About the SBA Seattle District Office 

The SBA Seattle District serves the state of Washington and northern Idaho with locations in Seattle 

and Spokane, Washington. SBA Seattle District staff provides resources and services in three areas 
referred to as “the three C’s” – counseling, capital and contracting. Visit www.sba.gov/wa or follow 

@SBASeattle for more information including resource partners, lenders, workshops, success stories 
and other resources to help business start, grow and succeed. 
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