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U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Announces 

SBA 2019 Woman Owned Small Business of the Year, Service  

 

Angela Hanscom owner of TimberNook  

CONCORD, NH – Sometimes opportunity presents itself. TimberNook was never planned and started out as an 

experiment, of sorts. Angela Hanscom, a mother of three children from Barrington founded it in her own 

backyard. In 2013, she launched TimberNook, a camp that focuses on engaging senses through outside play. 

Employed as a pediatric occupational therapist, she discovered that there is a growing epidemic of children 

with sensory issues. Angela began observing local schools and discovered that children were noticeably weaker 

and their balance systems were significantly underdeveloped as compared with the children of previous 

generations. Teachers were complaining that children are getting more aggressive on the playground, kids are 

literally falling out of their seats, and classrooms needed modifications in order for children to pay attention. 

http://www.sba.gov/nh
file://BOSPW08FP01/CONSHARE/2018/2018%20Small%20Business%20Week/Press/cheryl.croto@sba.gov


(Con’t) 

4/11/2019 2:56 PM  2 | P a g e  
 

She found staggering statistics - kids ages 8-18 spend an overwhelming 53 hours a week using entertainment 

media and only 6% of children ages 9-13 play outside on their own. She noted a significant decline in the 

amount of unrestricted outdoor free play, and rough and tumble play was becoming extinct all together.  

TimberNook provides nature-based play experiences for children that challenge the senses and inspire 

creativity, independence, and imagination in the great outdoors. TimberNook’s core philosophy is children 

need to explore the natural world to thrive. They need the simple things in life like hearing birds sing, smelling 

pine needles and flowers, and feeling the wind and sun on their faces. TimberNook is a vehicle to get children 

outdoors in sensory-rich experiences that inspire, restore, and challenge the mind and the body. This program 

looks at every aspect of the growing child and it encourages the building of strength, coordination, sensory 

skills, social skills, and even higher-level problem solving and creativity. The developmental benefits of play 

outdoors are so numerous that Angie wrote a book on the subject called ‘Balanced and Barefoot.’ 

TimberNook’s program is flexible and adaptable.  The programs curriculum is well thought out and researched 

and can be utilized for almost any children’s activity you can think of – summer and vacation camps, after-

school programs, in school activities, daycare centers and even birthday parties.  Most impressively, the 

retention rate is high with at least 90% of participants returning year after year. 

Angela was looking for resources and advice on how to take her business model and make a bigger impact on 

the issue she is so passionate about, so she reached out to SCORE’s Seacoast Chapter and began working with 

Tim Cook and Dave Underhill. SCORE is one of SBA’s outstanding resource partners that offer free and 

confidential business advising and education to business owners and would-be entrepreneurs. Tim Cook states 

in his nomination, “From the nucleus, Angela has grown this business with international licensing, six figure 

revenues, and high renewal rates. Angela keynotes conferences and conducts workshops for parents, 

educators, and clinicians all over the world. Her rare skill in balancing her passion for childhood 

development with business acumen makes her a strong candidate for this recognition.” 

 Greta Johansson, District Director of the SBA in NH, stated, “SCORE is a tremendous resource to our small 

businesses; we are proud of the work they do and stories like Angela’s demonstrate how they can help 

businesses grow in ways they never thought possible.” 

While Angela was hoping to make a difference in her local community, her experiment has become an amazing 

journey that is making a difference for children across the globe. TimberNook now has 50 locations in five 

countries (Canada, US, Australia, UK, and New Zealand). TimberNook is the first international play-based 

program that weaves together the therapeutic benefits of play in the woods with child-directed experiences.  
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"I am very honored to receive this recognition from the U.S. Small Business Administration. Since the 

beginnings of TimberNook, my SCORE advisors have been instrumental in my success, providing guidance and 

wisdom every step along the way," stated Angela Hanscom. 

Award winners will be honored at an annual small business week celebration sponsored by the U.S. Small 

Business Administration – NH District Office and the NH Banker’s Association that will be held on Tuesday 

evening, May 21st  at the Derryfield Country Club in Manchester.   Visit nhbankers.com for more information and 

online registration.                                                                                                    
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