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SBA Announces Makerspace Training, Collaboration and Hiring
(MaTCH) Pilot Competition Winners
Concord, NH – The U.S. Small Business Administration announced the winners of the Makerspace
Training, Collaboration and Hiring (MaTCH) Pilot Competition. The SBA awarded $1 million in prize
money to competition winners which included $100,000 awarded to Monadnock Art X Tech (MAxT) in
Peterborough, New Hampshire.
Makerspaces are uniquely positioned to help innovate training for the workforces of today and
tomorrow, and spur economic development across the country. These spaces are open to people
focused on obtaining new skills, including current and aspiring entrepreneurs.
“I am excited to announce that two New England Makerspaces have been selected as winners of this
competition,” said Wendell Davis, Regional Administrator for the SBA New England Regional Office.
“These organizations will be able to directly support vocational education, job placement and provide
and economic boost in their communities.”
The SBA’s MaTCH Pilot Competition awarded grants according to the following tiers:
• Seed: up to $25,000 will be awarded to seed small workforce development programs.
• Proof of Principle: up to $100,000 will be awarded to grow programs with a proven history of
training and/or workforce development.
• Scale: up to $200,000 will be awarded for capacity building of successful existing programs
with a strong history of training and/or workforce development. This winner would also have
graduated participants in at least two training cycles.
Monadnock Art X Tech (MAxT) in Peterborough, New Hampshire is a “Proof of Principle” winner that
received a $100,000 award. MAxT Makerspace developed a partnership with a local steel contractor,
Guillou Construction in Milford, NH, with the objective of helping to address the growing need for
qualified welders in construction and industry. MAxT will use the award from SBA’s MaTCH
competition to invest in capacity building improvements and to graduate more certified participants
who will be trained to immediately enter into employment opportunities.
The Clubhouse Network in Roxbury, MA is a “Scale” winner that received a $100,000 award. The
Clubhouse is a makerspace that promotes community, peer-to-peer support, and inclusion. It was
once an artist studio, inventor’s workshop, design house, film sound stage and backlot, hackerspace,
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music studio, and video game development lab. With the award from the SBA MaTCH pilot
competition, The Clubhouse Network will expand and extend its Clubhouse-to-Career (C2C) Pathways
to Success program. Participants will each be awarded a stipend upon completion of the program, as
an incentive, to recognize the work accomplished, and as compensation for time spent in addition the
goal of immediate placement into a meaningful paid job.
To find out about the complete list of awardees across the country visit: https://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sba-newsroom/press-releases-media-advisories/acting-administrator-pilkerton-announcesmakerspace-training-collaboration-and-hiring-match-pilot.
###
About the U.S. Small Business Administration
The U.S. Small Business Administration makes the American dream of business ownership a reality. As
the only go-to resource and voice for small businesses backed by the strength of the federal
government, the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business owners with the resources and
support they need to start and grow their businesses. It delivers services to people through an
extensive network of SBA field offices and partnerships with public and private organizations. To learn
more, visit www.sba.gov
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