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SBA Honors Fredericksburg and Marion as 
[bookmark: _GoBack]SBA’s Small Business Communities of the Year

	Richmond, VA – The U.S. Small Business Administration’s (SBA) Richmond District Office will honor Fredericksburg and Marion as SBA’s 2013 Small Business Communities of the Year at its annual Small Business Week awards luncheon, “Stand up for Small Business,” on Monday, June 24th from 11:00 a.m., to 2:00 p.m., at the Richmond Westin Hotel.   

The first annual award recognizes a community in the SBA Richmond District Office territory that demonstrates a small business friendly environment for start-up and expanding small businesses. Cities, towns, counties and planning districts are evaluated based on key programs and incentives to attract and retain small businesses; a successful small business that they supported with the programs and incentives; and the leveraging of their economic development resources with other federal, state and local resources to benefit local small businesses. 

	“Our initial intent was to recognize one Virginia community, but the selection committee was so impressed with all of the nominations that they decided to honor both Fredericksburg as a city and Marion as a small rural town,” said Jayne Armstrong, district director of the SBA’s Richmond District Office.” “Fredericksburg and Marion are economic development role models for communities across Virginia who understand small business is the driving force behind our economy.”

    	“We are extremely honored to have Fredericksburg named as the SBA Small Business Community of the Year,” said Mary Katherine Greenlaw, mayor of the City of Fredericksburg. “In my public and professional roles, I daily see the special impact that small businesses have on our community,” she continued.   “They are our lifeblood. The City Council and staff work diligently to collaborate with our business partners for the benefit of the entire community. This award is an affirmation of those efforts.”    
               Fredericksburg offers a dozen key programs targeting small businesses, ranging from Opportunity Fund Grants and Commercial Façade Improvement Matching Grants to real estate tax abatements and an inter-departmental monthly open house. The city also offers incentives through its designated technology zones, tourism zones and an arts and cultural district. Fredericksburg also actively promotes its city-wide designation as a SBA HUBZone to attract prospective businesses interested in government contracting. 
“I can’t begin to tell you how humbled and honored we are to receive this award,” said Ken Heath, director of Community and Economic Development, the Town of Marion and the 






executive director of Marion Downtown. “The Town of Marion has worked to revitalize our 
economic base, strengthening our community by retaining our existing industry and businesses while encouraging new startups and entrepreneurs.” 

“We’re seeing new ideas, new concepts, and best of all, new faces getting involved, Heath continued.  “Not only has it created new businesses and new jobs, but it is spurring that creative spirit throughout our community. We’re transforming our community, one small business at a time.”

As a certified Virginia Main Street Community, Marion works through the National Main Street Center’s “Four Point Approach” to community revitalization, and through Marion’s Economic Restructuring committee, implement the “Pop Up Marion” program.  

The SBA’s National Small Business Week will be held June 17th through June 21st. This year’s events will take place all across the country and feature forums discussing the small business landscape, business coaching services, matchmaking events as well as networking opportunities and award ceremonies. The week’s events culminate in Washington. D.C. where the 2013 National Small Business Person of the Year will be announced. Candidates from all 50 states and territories will be competing for the award. 

The locations and dates for National Small Business Week are:

Seattle - June 17
Dallas - June 18
St. Louis - June 19
Pittsburgh - June 20
Washington, D.C. - June 21

In addition to the in-person events, National Small Business Week also will feature daily online forums focusing on subjects such as exporting and access to capital.  All events will be live-streamed on SBA’s website, www.sba.gov. SBA’s 68 district offices across the country also recognize their local small business owners and advocates at Small Business Week events similar to the Richmond District Office’s “Stand Up for Small Business” luncheon on June 24.  It is co-sponsored by the SBA, SCORE Chapter #12 and the Virginia Small Business Development Centers. 


For more information, please contact the SBA at (804) 771-2400. 
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