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SBA News 

SBA Indiana Emerging Leaders Graduate Takes His 
Story to the Airwaves 

 

  

Ila Mitchell, owner of Mitchell & Sons Construction was in Indiana's first 
graduating class of the SBA Emerging Leaders program in 2015 and credits 
the program with changing the way he did business. 



"What they say is true," Ila says.  "Emerging Leaders taught me how to work on 
my business, not just in it.  It helped me gain the vision I needed to expand 
from just doing HVAC to now being able to self-perform on all aspects of 
general construction." 

Ila recently spoke to reporter Amanda Starrantino of The Indy Channel RTV 6 
about his experiences with Emerging Leaders and with the SBA Indiana 
team.  His story airs March 4, and is part of RTV6's year-long series on Indiana 
jobs called Hiring Hoosiers.   

Emerging Leaders is a free executive-level training course for small business 
owners.  With curriculum designed by Boston University, the training is intense-
-some equate it to crashing through an MBA program in just seven 
months.  Best thing about it?  Thanks to SBA, there are no student loans to pay 
when you're finished. 

For more information and to submit your interest in the upcoming class, contact 
Indiana Emerging Leaders Program Manager Sharon Harvey.  Program 
applicants have to have been in business for at least three years with annual 
revenues of $250,000.  Click below for further eligibility details. 

Emerging Leaders  

 

 

Additional Headlines 

Indianapolis Public Library Hosts Free Legal Workshop 

 

 

Event focuses on intellectual property and 
pro bono services available for Indiana 
entrepreneurs and inventors 
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mailto:sharon.harvey@sba.gov
https://www.sba.gov/about-sba/sba-initiatives/sba-emerging-leaders-initiative?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


WHEN:    March 27, 6 pm 

WHERE:  Indianapolis Central Library, Riley Meeting 
Room,                                    40 East St. Clair St., Indianapolis 

COST:      FREE 

The Indianapolis Public Library, along with the U.S. Patent and Trade Resource 
Centers is proud to host a special workshop for small business owners on a 
very special topic--how to protect their intellectual property.  According to the 
World International Property Organization, "Intellectual property (IP) refers to 
creations of the mind, such as inventions; literary and artistic works; designs; 
and symbols, names and images used in commerce."  This free workshop 
focuses on this definition, how it applies to entrepreneurs and inventors, and 
resources where Indiana small business owners can find the help they 
need.  Guest speakers include Professor Norman J. Hedges of the Indiana 
University Maurer School of Law and Eric Armacost of the SBA Indiana District 
Office. 

Click below for more information and to register for this free class. 

  

Intellectual Property & Pro Bono Services Workshop  
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Workshops 

 

SBA at the East 38th Street Library 
Series -- March Workshops 

  

Each year, the SBA Indiana District Office partners with the East 38th 
Street Library in Indianapolis to bring you a series of free workshops 
for the budding entrepreneur.  Whether you're just starting out or have 
been up and running for a few years, there is a topic for you. 

March 1, 1 pm 

SBA Contracting--How 8(a) Certification can help you grow 

In this free workshop, learn about SBA's 8(a) Certification, a special business 
development program which sets small business' up for long-term success in 
federal contracting.  Click below to register. 

8(a) Workshop  

March 1, 2 pm 

SBA Contracting--Marketing to WIN federal contracts 

In this free workshop, learn how to market your small business to make it 
attractive to federal contract officials in charge of buying goods and services. 
Click below to register. 

Marketing to WIN Workshop  

March 13, 4 pm 

Developing a Business Plan 

Brought to you by the SBA Indiana District Office and Indianapolis SCORE 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fsba-at-the-east-38th-street-library-series-how-8a-certification-can-help-you-grow-tickets-52011186860%3Faff%3Debdssbcitybrowse%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7Claura.schafsnitz%40sba.gov%7C0b2dce43b07c48051d7008d69b3e8b93%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C636867090264716454&sdata=sxUeoPO2gUoKJvGCBV%2FouFbtGfe68LSuUM%2FvbDajHrw%3D&reserved=0
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fveteran-owned-small-business-funding-workshop-tickets-50239005217%3Faff%3Defbeventtix%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&data=02%7C01%7Claura.schafsnitz%40sba.gov%7C0b2dce43b07c48051d7008d69b3e8b93%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C636867090264706444&sdata=lhAE%2B2wfc5FJ%2FOJm5h3t4z0TJ%2BIZfFgkQ99NQa9C7WM%3D&reserved=0


Mentors, this workshop explains the importance of business planning, defines 
and describes the components of a business plan, and provides access to 
sample plans and resources that can help you develop a good business plan. 
Click below to register. 

Business Plan Workshop  

Questions?  Contact Business Opportunity Specialist Vernice Mathis at 
317-226-7272 ext. 115. 

All SBA programs and services are extended to the public on a 
nondiscriminatory basis.  Reasonable accommodations will be made if 
requested at least two weeks in advance. 

 

 

Indiana Loan Approvals 

Through January 31, 2019  

 

 

SBA now offers customized local emails for small business owners 
like you!  To receive info about SBA-related training and events 
exclusively in your area, take a moment to input your zip code at 
www.sba.gov/updates .  

 

  

SBA Indiana District Office 

8500 Keystone Crossing, Suite 400 
Indianapolis, IN  46240 

317-226-7272 
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District Director                                       Stacey Poynter            ext. 122 

Deputy District Director                          Martin Anderson          ext. 111 

Public Affairs Specialist                          Laura Schafsnitz          ext. 140 

Economic Development Specialist        Ronda Crouch              ext. 112 

Economic Development Specialist        Sharon Harvey              ext. 123 

Economic Development Specialist        Lindsay Maliqi              ext. 128 

Business Opportunity Specialist           Vernice Mathis              ext. 115 

www.sba.gov/in 

Subscriber Services 
Unsubscribe  |  Manage your account 

 

  

 

  

 

Unsubscribe | Update your subscriptions or modify your password/email address at any 
time on your Subscriber Preferences Page. 

All SBA programs and services are provided on a nondiscriminatory 
basis. Reasonable accommodations will be made if requested at least two weeks in 
advance 
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