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SBA and JA Worldwide Launch Joint Teen Web Site   
New Web Site Supports Strong Teen Interest in Business Ownership 

 
WASHINGTON – A new cosponsored Web site targeting young entrepreneurs who want to start, run 
or grow their own businesses was announced today by the U.S. Small Business Administration and JA 
(Junior Achievement) Worldwide.   

The new Web site, Mind Your Own Business at www.mindyourownbiz.org, is designed to support the 
growing interest in entrepreneurship among teens, and serves as a small business portal for youth 
entrepreneurs, providing necessary resources and information essential in realizing their dreams of 
business ownership. 

The Web site launch was announced by Hector V. Barreto, Administrator of the U.S. Small Business 
Administration at a Washington, D.C., press conference with JA Worldwide, where the National 
Student Entrepreneur of the Year was also announced. 

The Mind Your Own Business Web site provides five easy-to-navigate steps on business ownership 
for entrepreneurial-minded teens, each with valuable information to help take teens from brainstorm to 
business. 

“Legions of young entrepreneurs across the country are changing the face of America’s marketplace,” 
said Administrator Barreto.  “We are pleased to partner with JA Worldwide to support and promote 
our nation’s youth as contributing members of the American economy.” 

 “JA Worldwide is proud to join with the U.S. Small Business Administration to promote the benefits 
of free enterprise and entrepreneurship to our nation’s youth,” said David S. Chernow, president and 
chief executive officer of JA Worldwide.  “This new Web site will give teens valuable resources to 
help them start their own business and live the ‘American Dream.’” 

This week the SBA also unveiled its teen Web site Teen Business Link, at www.sba.gov/teens.   

The Web site has been revamped to include streaming video, animation and interactive sound clips.  
Teen Business Link lays the foundation for the next generation of entrepreneurs and provides tools 
and resources on small business basics for the young entrepreneurs.  Both the Mind Your Own 
Business and Teen Business Link Web sites will help to introduce teens to the idea of small business 
ownership as an entrepreneurial career. 

The “National Student Entrepreneur of the Year” was named by Administrator Barreto during the press 
conference.  Brian Hendricks of Potomac, Md., was selected as the 2005 award recipient by a blue-
ribbon panel of experts from various organizations including the SBA and the National Federation of 
Independent Business.  The award recognizes students with entrepreneurial spirit who have 
successfully applied the knowledge they gained through JA programs.  
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Brian is the founder of StartUpPc and VB Solutions, Inc.  StartUpPc sells custom-built computers and 
computer services for home users, home offices, small businesses and students.  In October 2002, 
Brian founded VB Solutions, Inc., which develops and customizes Web sites and message boards.  He 
was taught at a very young age that working for yourself is one of the best jobs available.  Brian was 
also named the 2005 SBA’s “Young Entrepreneur of the Year” for the Washington, D.C., District 
Office. 
 

 
SBA’s participation in this cosponsorship does not constitute an express or implied endorsement of the views, opinions, 
products or services of any cosponsor or other person or entity. All SBA programs, services and cosponsored activities 

are extended to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis.  
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